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sae HEGRE eB : MABRIAGES. 
~ At the Cathedral, Shanghai, on the 22nd of May, 
" “1897, by:the Rev. H. C. Hodges, M.A., ALBERT 
~ - -. .Ggorge Parsort, M.R.CS., Eng., L.R.C.P., Lond., 
: to Constance Mary, second daughter of F. W. 
.°"Reyyonp3, M.A., of Redland, Bristol, England. 
ye. 6. Oa the 27th of May, 1897, at H B.M.’s Consulate- 
F. - General, Shanghai, by Sir Nicholas J, Hannen, 
j - Consul-General, audiafterwards at the Holy Trinity 
4 —-. Cathedral, by the Rev. H.C. Hodges, W.A., GEORGE, 
'* fifth son of Mr. Barnes Danuas, of Shanghai, to 
-. Beatrice Mavp, seco1] daughter of the late W. H. 
| ‘Cuemons, Esq., of St. Join’s, London. 
. S 
a —————————— 
7” ARRIVALS OF MAILS. 


cs Gucdilsssevsueiativecannbavext a 


7 Phe: German mail of the 3rd May arrived, 
- per N.°D.L. steamer Preussen on the 31st 
: ; “May (28 days). —_ 
“. S /\.J8PTTOME OF THE WEEK. 


: Me. Hi. "A. Ramsden has been. appointed 

a ‘British Vice-Consul at Manila. 

tee Sieg Mr. EB. A. Hewett has received the substantive 
- < appointment of agent of the P..& 0. 8. N. Co. 

oat Shanghai. - 7 fae 


"> aphe ship -T.F, Oakes, whose long passage and 
: << the sufferings.of the crew created such a sensa- 


~ = ‘named for*Shanghai on the 19th May." 

= = . The Tiny erial ‘Bank of China. was formally 
". “opened at Shanghai on the 27th May, but the 

:_ only business done was the réception of numerous 


"the part of the Bank will take place. until after 
the 12th of June 


1 


pe | | China Ooerland Trade Beport. 


HONGKONG, THURSDAY, 3rp JUNE, 1897. 


the Wingtong, is advertised by Messrs. Butter- 
field & Swire to be despatched at 4 p.m. to- 
day. : 


0:| of the 22nd May, to find the whole country 
flooded. 
hood of Yeng Ping is said to be quite abnor- 
mal. A good deal of damage has been done. 
The loss: of poles to the owners by their rafts 
breaking up is estimated at $100,000. 


news has been received that M. Brenier, chief 
of the Lyons Commission, has not been able to 
follow the itinerary he had intended, in conse- 


18. 


.{ China. - : 


=. tionin New York recently, has beon renamed the. 


” New York and left the port after which she is cleiming public attention. 


-hai on behalf of -the’ liquidator, and this mor- 


-* gongratulatory friends by the foreign manager, 


: ‘Mr. A. Maitland: : No: finanical: operations. on. for costs of defendants; and also to pay the costs 


Vany-event. « 


No: 822° 


Mr. Stanley Spencer, the aeronaut, while 
giving a parachute performance at the Bay 
View Hotel, Hongkong, on the 30th -May, 
met with an accident. Owing to a leak in the : 
balloon it collapsed before it had reached;:a hos? 
sufficient height to allow of the parachute > ax 
fully opening in the descent, the result being 
that Mr. Spencer fell heavily, but very fortu- 
nately a broken leg was found.to be the 
extent of his injuries. Jt was thought at first 
that he was killed. ‘ 


Who would not be a shareholder in the Japan 
Brewery Company? It is not many years 
since its ordinary shares were quoted at 100 yen. © 
To-day they sell for 335 yen and those who 
pinned their faith to the venture by investing 
in it their capital have every reason to con- 
gratulate themselves upon their shrewdness. . 
This half-year the Company has paid a dividend 
of 15 per cent., placed 50,000 yen to reserve, 
and carried forward 9,801 yen. With the 
growing fondness of the Japanese for beer, and 
the prospect of a heavy tariff being placed ere 
long on foreign imports, the Company’s future 
is certainly bright.—Japen Gazette. ; 

The correspondent of a local native paper 
writing from from Héngchou, Hunan, states 
that he late’y saw two men heavily cangued parad- 
ing the river banks outside that city escorted 
by a couple of yamén runners. The legend on 
the cangne of each of the desperadoes told the 
tale that‘they had been so punished forrecently ' 
assaulting the Rev. Griffith John while that 
missionary was trying to sell books at Heng- 
chou. Further, that upon enquiry the yamén 
runners had said that the punishment had’ been 
meted out by the peremptory orders of H.E. 
Chang Chih-tung, who had been informed: of 
‘| the attempted riot through the Consul repre- 

senting Dr. John’s country at Hankow.—wWN. C. 
Daily News. 


The first steamer for the West River Ports, 


Foochow awoke this morning, says the Hcho 


The rise of the river in the neighbour- 


From the Courrier @ Haiphong we learn that 


quence of the Kwangsi insurrection. The 
members of the Commission in Tonkin are 
anxious, as they do not know where M. Brénier 


Colonel Mosby, formerly United States Con- 
sul at Hongkong, recently met with a serious 
riding accident. A telegram dated Richmond 
(Va.), 28th April, says :—Colonel John 8. Mosby 
shows ® distinct improvement in his condition. 
Unless inflamation supervenes where the brain - 
is bruised from the hoof of the animal, which 
destroyed his eye, and where the. blood clot is 
believed to be, his recovery will be steady. 


A boating accident recalling in some «legree 
the terrible catastrophe which overtook thei 
launch of H.M.S. Eilgar, on the 14th of Novem-" 
ber, 1895, off Chemulpo, is reported from Saseho., 
‘The Senior Officer of the Saseho Naval Station: 
wires under date 13th May that- one of the: 
boats of H.I.J.M.’s ship Aaimon Kan, with a. 
landing party of fifty marines, upset while 
making for the shore, and Lieut’ . Tanimoto 


Tr 


and eight men were drowned.—Kobe Herald. 


{ 


Fresh industries are springing np all the time 
in Shanghai since the war. notwithstanding the 
fears of some people who anticipated nothing less 
than the total annihilation of everything in 
China. -A second oil mill in foreign style is. 
shortly to be inaugurated and it will not only. 
make cotton and bean seed oil, but foreign and 
Chinese candles, scented soaps, and fireproof. 
paint will be manufactured. ‘he land and 
buildings have been purchased and the ma-' 
chinery is on the way out.—Union. ; 


We (N. C. Daily News) hear on good authority: 
that Prince Uchtomsky is to be received within! 
the Imperial Palace immediately after his 
arrival at Peking, and will be accorded another 
audience with the Emperor before he leaves 
Peking, The Prince will also have an audience 
with ithe Empress-Dowager. The Russian 
“Mission is to be congratulated on having broken 
down some of the absurdly exclusive etiquette 
of.the Imperial Court, whereby a service -has 
‘been rendered to foreign interests generally in 


Some excitement has been caused at Macao 
by an insult offered by Mr. Goffe, the British 
Vice-Consul, to the Portuguese community. 
On a circular issued to;the members of the 
‘Foreigners’ Lawn: Tennis Club asking their 
opinion as to the giving of afternoon teas to 
which visitors might be invited Mr. Goffe 
wrote “Any people asked bar Portugiesa.” - = 
A meeting of the members of the Club Unido = __~ 
has been held in connection with the affair * 
and a resolution was passed declaring Mr, 
Goffe ineligible as a meriber or visitor. of that — 
Club.and that he should not be invited to any 
entertainments held there. Mr. Goffe _ has, 
in his’ official capacity, apologised to~ the 
Governor of the colony: —.. EES 


There was a stirring scene at the P..& 0. ~~. 
jetty on Saturday-(says the N. C. Daily News ~ -.- 
‘of the 24th May) when the tender Samson was. - 
about to convoy passengers to the Empresa iof - 
Japan, a great many people haviag se aay 
tracted there to bid Prowell ‘to Mr. 
Thorburn who terminated his long ‘residence 
Shanghai. The Town Band was in attendai 
and played “ Auld lang syne”.. and- kh 
‘ cheers and a tiger were raised;for Mr: Thor 


The Shanghai Mercury of the 28th May; 
under the heading of “The Imuris Mine,” 
says :—Lhis unfortunate undertaking is again 

Mr. M. J. D: 


Stephens, of Hongkong, is at present in Shang- 


ning he started actions against two shareholders - 
for non-payment of calls.: Mr. Stephens was 
‘ordered to deposit $500 in each case as security, 


with the Municipal Council. 
during that period’:he was rr Abi 
-his post for a single day, either throug! 


ia. 
“| | ness, or for a holiday. 


occasioned. by the application to the Court 


rnd 


480 


“RESIDENCE ON THE HEIGHTS AND | 


THE: MILITARY ACQUISITION - 


OF VICTORIA PEAK. 


"-..’-The purchase of the Mount Austin Hotel 


-- by. the..War Office and. the prospective 
- gaéquisition of the whole of Victoria Peak 

~ “for mnilitary. purposes materially limits. the 
-yesidential area available for the civilian 

-. eommunity in the Hill District. There can, 

> >. however, be-no doubt-as to the wisdom dis- 
played by-the military authorities in this 

- matter. Not only does Victoria Peak afford 

. the healthiest site for barracks that could be - 


found in the whole colony, but it is also the 


-..- most-advantageons military position, ad- 
. ‘mnitting of the troops being speedily brought 
~ into action either on the north or south side 


~ of the island as circumstances. might require. 
.. Itis probable, therefore, that in course of time 


= “the bulk of the garrison will be located there, 
“communication with the town being faci- 


; - litated by another Peak tramway, constructed 


anid operated by the military for military 


_ use Only, as the capacity of the existing 


'. tramway is insufficient for the conveyance 
‘of troops in addition to the ordinary-traffic. 


The expenditure incurred in the purchase 


_° _of Mount Austin Hétel and to be’ incurred 
’. in- the purchase of other property in the 


immediate neighbourhood will presumably 


a : be divided between the Imperial Government 
. and the colony in the proportion of two- 
‘thirds by the former and one-third. by the 


latter, in accordance with the principle laid 
down in the Secretary of State’s despatch on 


et barrack services dated 3rd April, 1895. That 


- division applied specifically to an annexed 


schedule of barrack services set down as re- 
quired at that time, but it will no doubt be 


.. extended to the present case. 


* Leaving the financial aspect of the ques- 
tion for future consideration, however, we 
are for the moment more particularly con- 


‘cerned with the effect of the change on the 


European community living at the Peak 


- during the summer months or all the year 
-- round. The Mount Austin Hotel remains 
'- available for the present season, but next 


. season, when the establishment is closed, 


_ there will be a largely increased demand for 
. house accommodation elsewhere in the Hill 
._ District, 

‘doubt-.take advantage. by materially ad- 


of which landlords will no 


vancing rents, which are already high, the 


accommodation being insufficient even for 
' present requirements. 
‘-all or nearly all of the more accessible sites 
-are already occupied. True there are new 


And unfortunately 


a “sites.to be found by going further afield, 


_ but the time occupied im getting to them 
andthe trouble and expense of chair coolies 


render’ them under present conditions 
practically. unavailable. Here the Govern- 


“tient might very well step-in and afford 


-o° 


= -Gap . were- made - the 


relief "by means of improved road com- 


apunication. If the proposed road from, 


Plantation Road Station to Magazine 
latter district 


*. would be much--more largely used for 


-..., Yesidence, and if.in addition to this the 
=~ road proposed by General Buack from 
".: . Wanchai Gap-to Wongneichong Gap were 

.” garried out a large number of very eligible 

- : building’ sites would be opened up. - 


~" A-prejudice against Magazine Gap exists 


on account of the fever which has prevailed 
3 f.the houses there, but-on the other - 
es may be found in -the locality’ 


are. amongst! the healthiest-in the 


; olony, and the crest dnd northern slope of the 


ill ‘are entirely beyond: suspicion. The ma- 
ria which seems to haunt some of the other 
és is’ perhaps difficult to. account for, 
d' down .as.an. axiom 


_ in: Hongkong... which. “are 


-ing mist. 


Chungking, Foochow, 


shut off ‘by overshadowing hills _from | 
the eastern breeze and the morning sun 
are, other things being equal, less healthy 


than those in which the contrary condition | 


_amu noworone wmbtby resis ax 


“ either as curtail 


prevails. Dr. DoBerck in.one of his reports |-"': 


wrote :—" Hongkong is situated within the |. 
“region of the’ north-east trade, which |. 
“further out in the'Pacific reigns suprenie | 
“all the year round, but under the influence |. 


“of the Asiatic continent an annual varia- 
“ tion of the direction of the wind originates. 
“ During the winter the direction of the 
* monsoon coincides with that of the trade, 
“and we find .. . that during seven 
“ months of the year (from September to 
“ March inclusive) the mean direction of 
“the wind is from east or north of enst.. 
“ Dnring the other five months the direction 
‘is south of east, but the easterly direction 
“ predominates - over the westerly except 
“during one month, August, when the 
“direction is south by west.” Hence. 
the importance of selecting for dwelling 
houses sites that are open to the easterly 
breeze. The question of exposure. to the 
morning sun is probably scarcely less im- 
pees Any one looking down from the 
eak in the early morning will see parts of 
the town standing out ih a bright and clear! 
atmosphere, while the parts in shadow re- 
main clothed in a thick mist. As the latter 
are those in which fever is more or less pre- 
valent it is reasonable to suppose tbat the 
morning mist may be ‘the cause, There is 
no difference in the soil that could aécount 
for the western district being less healthy 
than the eastern, and we are there- 
fore driven to seek the explanation in: the 
aspect, which, as we have seen, accounts for 
the longer or shorter duration of the morn- 
If the same principle be applied 
to Magazine Gap the unhealthiness of sonfe 
of the houses there will be completely ac: 
counted for. In building either at the 
Peak or on the lower levels therefore an 
eastern aspect ought to be-sought for. 


——$———— ee : 
THE LACE TRADE [N CHINA. 


—— 

It is generally supposed that fashions of 
dress change in China only with changes 
of the dynasty. The craving for novelty 
exists, however, to some extent amongst 
the Chinese as amongst other races, a proof 
of which is to be found ina newly born taste 
for lace for the trimming of ladies’ dresses. 
This is as yet in its infancy and so little 
known that the mention of it will probably 
strike most foreign residents with some 
surprise. It is, however, referred to ina 
Foreign -Office paper, just issued. - In 
January, 1896, the’ Nottingham’ Chamber 
of Commerce addressed Lord SALisBuRY 
stating that they had had under -con- 
sideration the question of improving and 
increasing the trade of that town and 
district .with China and requesting that 
Her Majesty’s Consuls and Vice-Consuls 
might be instructed to obtain particulars 


of the textile goods supplied or required 


in their respective. districts, more par- 


ticularly astolaceand hosiery. Replies have 


been received from Amoy, Canton, Chefoo, 
Hankow, Ichang, 
Ningpo, Seoul, Shanghai, and Tamsui,. and 


have been published. As to lace, most 


of the Consuls report’ that its use is 
unknown amongst the Chinese and that 


there is no demand for it except amongst | 


the foreign. communities, ven Mr. 


JAMIESON, of Shanghai, does not-. seem 
to appreciate the importance of the demand 
‘that,- according to some of the other 
‘Consuls, has _set in pO: 
«There . is little -or no deniand -for. Jace 
“Camong Chinese,” 


‘at — that» port. 


says Mr. JAMIESON, 


“fe 
be 


“been opened for it, and up to date the im- o 


‘ments on its news columns. - We ‘congratula’ 
our contemporary.:<=:! 2°: Seren 


“into the * Sundries unenumerated’ ‘and 
“statistics are not forthcoming, but'this: 
“year (1896) a separate heading - has /- 

“port. has amounted to some 4,500 taels. 


t 


“(declared value at Shanghai, say £700.)) | 


“This, however, will probably represent the . 
“import. for the whole year, ‘as the article: 
“is only brought in4n the spring ‘for sum- 
“mer wear. No official note of ‘origin: is 
“obtainable here, but I am informed by the 
“native merchants thatall the lace imported 
‘into Chungking is made in Japan, . ... 
“ Almost all the lace imported is made. of ~ | 


-“ silk, a small quantity coming in | being.of 


“cotton. About three-fourths of- the total. 
“import is black in colour, The ‘average 
 price.of silk lace as sold in retail’in the 
shops is 60 ‘cash’ a Chinese foot, which 
“ works out to about 14d. an English -foot, 
“some reduction being made on_ large. 
“ qaantities. Cotton lace fetches half this 
“price. As to the labels, I should judge 
“ from their appearance that they are more 
“or less exact reproductions of the wrappers 
“ of English manufacturers, the name of the - 
‘“firm being omitted. This is a common _ 


‘|“ practice in Japan.” Mr. Houuanp, of 


Ichang, also ‘notes the new fashion. “ With © 
“regard to lace and hosiery,” he says, 
“the former is much used by well-to-do. 
“ Chinese ladies, though the fashion is quite 
“a new one; dating not more than two. or 
“three years back. As with piece goods, the 
“local demand, which is small, is entirely . 
“met from Shanghai. The favourite -style 


““ of lace is black, of about 1 to 2 inches in 


“width, and it must be borne in mind that - 
“the question of colour is very important in® | 
“China, After, black, which is a long way: 
“first in favour,’ violet, and perhaps some 
“ shades of grey, would be saleable, I need 
‘hardly add that the lace used is all’ cotton 
“lace, silk being beyond the means ofall 
“except the few very rich natives, and itis. 


“doubtful if even they would buy. silk.” - 


The information contained in the above - 
extracts is certainly interesting and ought 

to prove useful to people. in the trade, and ~ 
the Nottingham Chamber of Commerce is to — 


be congratulated on, having directed: the - a 
inquiries of the Consuls into a particular = 
channel concernitig a matter ‘on which in- - < - 


formation was desired. It is not likely that . 
large fortunes will-be made-out of: the:Jace. * 
trade in China, in thenear future at allevents, 
but any -addition to. the-existing lines. of 
imports, however small, is to. be welcomed. -. - 


The Japan Gazette, which predicts that fore 
residence.in Japan will he’ almost impossi 
here ie ee ay secbiaees into’ force, an 
particular, foreign newspapér..ente 
is doomed, is preparing for: the ead comment 
enlarging: itself-from a four-page to: I 
paper, owing to- the encroachment ertise- 

ulat 


ré ‘were no forts eithe 
“Settlements; Colomb 


elf into. simple caution the contrary and 
-4nore desirable effect might have been: pro- 
-".. “‘duéed. > As the matter.stands the impression |- 
_.., willbe, deepénéd that ‘the sin consists “in 
~ Jbeing:-foind out, - not» in ‘the  wrong- 
“:. ‘doing, * The ‘factd of the case are simple. 
. Sergeant. Frerrer,. being in charge of 
. © «the'canteen, took a cumshaw. of $75 from | 
' "the brewers. for -tapping. the beer. and 
“attending. to --other: - details ordinarily 
' -*." devolving upon. the sellers of the liquor. 
 ~ JUader.a -recent order, which had not 
_.. ‘-previously been made public in the. Hong- 
¥. . kong garrison or in any way brought to 
m. Sergeant Fretter’s knowledge, the receiving 
e- >::of gratuities -under any conditions is 
: '*°-yendered ‘illegal, ‘and under this order the 
--. “ynfortunate. Sergeant has been sentenced to 
“yeduction in rank. -Of the spirit of the 
‘:order in ‘question every one must approve, 
_/ but it strikes one as an outrage on justice 
-2 >. | that a humble sergeant should be made a 
2. -victim to ita letter when it is notorious that - 
*- + its spirit is daily violated in much higher 
~~ yanks/:In- commercial life the acceptance 
“of private gratuities by persons in a position 

>.” of trust isa eanker that it secms impossible 
| to efadicate; and in the Navy and Army 
it is probably as virulent as in-commerce, if 

~ - not-more so. The system is abominable and 
_-must be reprobated by all honest men, but 
0 if it ig sincerély desired to reduce the evil it 
a ‘juiiat ba grappled with by some more drastic | 
_. <miearis than the simple “breaking” of a 
—. €nonsgom.” When the sentence on Sergeant 
. - FHErrer was published yesterday morning 
-.-Géneral Buack is said to have made a short 

.. “gpeech’to the Garrison. It is ‘unfortunate 
that that short speech should not have~been 

* reported, for.it might perhapshave euabled 
‘the public .té*understand His. Excellency’s 

-/ “reasons for confirming a sentence. which 
to most: people, we think, must ‘appear 
-iinjust. It is - quite - right that the 

* Canteen “Sergeant should. be prevented 
~.” froni receiving “ tips,” but while the system 
~_is winked at and.allowed to continue it 38] they are entirely non-productive. When he 
‘. not quite right that heavy punishment should | urges, however, that a coaling station north 
- “pe ‘awarded aman whose only ‘fault is | of Hongkong is absolutely necessary for 
-. that he happens to have been found out by | the protection of British commerce, we 

'  *@.quite-phenomenal display of inquisitive- | ®% at one with him. and. deplore the 


: : : : . ; néglect of the British Government to. 
‘ness_on -the part: of a superior officer. - Any again acquire Chusan, a really valuable station, 


wean who has read. the report of the court- | when that necessity has bee so conclusively 
--martial will probably be of opinion, to use | established by experts. Had Great Britain 
- eommon .phrase,.. that there. is’ more - in 1t | insisted upon that island being restored to her 
» ..*:_ than meets-the eye. 7 . | during the Chino-Japanese War for the protec- 
er tion of British commercial interests in Central 
‘ China—the Chinese Government. being con-- 
fessedly unable to afford protection either to 
‘Shanghai or the Yangtsze ports—there would 
have been no difficulties raised,.and the Peking. 
Government would have willingly acquiesced. 
in an:arrangement’ equally. advantageous to_ 
Chinese‘as to British trade. That opportunity 
| has passed for the present, however, and the 
only. consolation left is the Treaty with China 
in. shé which ‘engages never to.cede the island 
to any other-Power but Great-Britain. ©... 
~The - good -work-so earnestly, so fearlessly,’|. 
and’ so patriotically inaugurated: by :Lord 
Carnarvon:- will, - we: trust, be ‘energetically 
prosecuted: by- Lord -Brassey -and . others: 


If during the:next gre: 
be in ‘part averted it will 
out-spoken and reiterated. wa 
Earl of Carnarvon, who nover 
at the official windmill in spite of 
ments,” ; as 


to the London Press, his letters to The Times 
showing a wast intimate knowledge of the sub- 
ject, and he never lost an opportunity of ugring 
his views before representative bodies and before 
the Government. Mainly to his exertions—by 
the clear ahd convincing manner in which he 
‘pointed out the dangers of a policy of drift— 
are the present fortifications of this colony due. 
‘When the forts were erected he pressed for their 
armament; and when that, as first supplied,proved 
to be of an obsolete type, he insisted upon its: 
being replaced by breech-loading ordnance of 
the newest make and highest penetrative power. 
Now did the noble lord fail to dwell upon the 
importance of providing effective garrisons, 
and though in this respect he achieved only a 
qualified success, he did not fail to point out the 
folly of constructing forts at ‘ these critical 
points qn the great. sea roads and then to leave 
them, without armaments and the requisite 
troops, to the mercy of our enemies on the 
outbreak of hostilities.” 

Lord Carnarvon held a very different opinion 
to that entertained by our Naval Authorities 
on the value of Port Hamilton as a strategical 
post. The successive Admirals reported ad- 
versely on the question of' its retention as a 
post tbat would require a large outlay for forti- 
fications and also, we believe, on account of the 
limited capacity of its harbour, Lord Carnar- 
yon. however, in a letter to The Times on the 
13th December, 1886, urged that it was one of 
the keys of the China Sea, that it was open all 
the year, that it possesses a magnificent harbour, 
and is.“ so naturally defensible that it has been 
called a Chinese Gibraltar.” We are not inclined 
‘to agree with this conception of the little island 
gronp. Lord Carnarvon had never seen them, 
and was apparently not aware that they were 
in Korean and not Chinese waters. Moreover, 
while situated some distance from the mainland 


HONGKONG. LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. ge 
: ° , : a hete abe. mae 
A meeting of the Hongkong ‘Legislative. - 
Conncil was held at the Council Chamber ‘on. - 
3lst May. Present:— ~° Gee 
His EXcELLency. the Governor, Sir Wit 
LIAM ROBINSON, K.C.M.G. 0 0 § Jee he 
His :ExcELLENCY Major-General. Buack, 
C.B. (Officer Commanding the Forces.) *. “|: 
Hon. J. H. Stewart LocgHarrt ‘(Colonial 
Secretary). fran 
Hon. W. M. Goopman (Attorney-General 
Hon. T. SeRcomBe Smirn (Colonial - 
“Treasurer), - : Peak ged = Ss 
Hon-F. H. May (Captein Superintendent a 
of Police.) 2k : Re 
Hon, R. Muvrray Rumsey (Harbour. 
Master). i 
Hon. W. CuHarHam (Acting Director of 
Public Works). s a 
' Hon. C. P.;Cuater,. 
Hon; T. H. WairenEan, 
Hon. B.. R. Bexritos, C.M.G. 
Hon. Ho Kat, 
Hon. Wet A YUE. be Sat Sarat 
.Mr. J. G@. T. Buckie (Clerk of Councils); 
. MINUTES,© © 0 
The minutes of the previous mecting were - - 
read and confirmed. as ar hs 
SHIPPING DUES AND SHIPPING 
EXPENDITURE, © 0 
The CoLon1aL SECRETARY—I am instructed 
by His Excellency the Governor to make the 
following statement:—Hononrable members: 
will remember that not long ago there was: laid 
on the Council table a despatch from the Secre- 
tary of State on the subject of -light dues. 
On receipt of that despatch H.E. the Governor 
at once took steps to have a return drawn, up - 
showing the expenditure incurred on, ac 


popes = pares 
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Siete echatarc aia | bo. inadcetetinibh oa 
CT ‘ porate: 
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question of shipping dues and. ship 
diture cannot be definitely settled’ 
‘has been taken on the subjec' 
therefore thinks that'a Co 
pointed to enquire 
the fees levied une 
“on account of up 
‘ing gentlemen whe 
bers of such a C 
Carrington, (2) 
(3) Hon, ' Ho: Kai; 
(5) Mr. John Thurburn 


tion in. Canada, 


Colonies ‘of South 


| they have forts, ‘guns, and ‘garris 
-| of either: are really equal to the: 


|| mare especially the latter. “The insufleietoy of | th 


despatches : 
( g stations are 


2. -"°QQgT OF THE ADMINISTRATION, - 
-.- Hon. T. H. WaHrrnuaan gave notice of the . 
. 1, following question :—In view of Your Excel- 


“Jenoy having. received several applications for 


>... gi inorease of salary from officers in the service 


--.: of the Government and your proposal to refer 


“re. these. to:a Committee for consideration and 


“report, will the Government lay upon the table 


- statement shewing the total cost of-or expen- 


-diture on the administration of the Govern- 
. ment, including pensions, exchange compensa- 


‘=> tion, and’all other allowances, during the years 


_ 1895 and 1896 separately P 


_ THE LATRINE ORDINANCE. 
-The ATTORNEY-GENERAL—I have the hon- 


"~~ our to move the second reading of the Bill 


pata 


- entitled an Ordinance to enable the Govern- 


ment to provide suitable latrine accommodation 
for the public. The objects and reasons are 
as follows :—The circumstances of this colony 
are somewhat exceptional and, in certain 


_ Joealities, public latrines are absolutely neces- 
‘ >. .) sary, and are especially required for the use of 
°°... the “male inhabitants 0 


the neighbouring 
:. houses. _ Experience has shown that the number 
of public latrings is at present insufficient to 


- gatisfactorily meet such requirements, and the 


object of this Bill is to facilitate the erection 
by the Government of pullic latrines upon 
such sites as are nnobjectionable or may be 


’ . “approved by the Legislative Council after con- 


sideration of any objections. The Government 
public latrines at present existing, as well as those 
which may be erected under this Ordinance, 
are placed by it under the control and manage- 
ment of the Sanitary Board and 1 will be the 
_ duty of the Board to see that such latrines are 
conducted with a duo -regard to sanitary re- 
_quirements.. In these circumstances it is 
thought right, in the interests of the com- 
munity, to protect such latrines from the possi- 


- bility of being made the ‘subject of expensive | 
’ Jitigation at the cost of the public, it being 
-* gonsidered that the approval by the Legislative 


~ Council of a site previously selected by the Sani- 
- tary Board provides asatisfactory guarantee that 
as fitting a site as practicable has been chosen. 


aa - At the present time there is nothing to prevent 


- - the site and erection of the latrine. 


the erection of public latrines with the previous 

’ sanction of the Sanitary Board under Ordinance 
11 of 1891, but those who erect them may after- 

. wards find themselves taken into court to fight 
~an expensive suit for an injunction. It is pro- 

posed by this Ordinance in the case of Govern- 


. Tent latrines which are provided on land 


belonging to the Crown for the good of the 
public to grant them protection in cases where 
certain formalities are complied with. These 


’ formalities include three publications in the 
Gazette in English and Chinese of the proposal- 


to erect, If no objection is made protection is 


Sha. ~ granted. Lf objection is made, unless it is with- 
_, .. drawn, no protection is granted: unless after 


- consideration of the objection a resolution of 
_ the Legislative Council is passed approving of 


think it likely that in face of any reasonable 
objection the Legislative Council would be 


. . asked to pass such a resolution, and in any 


case such resolution could not be moved 
until after the objection had been considered. 


’ .-Tt seems to me this course will afford sufficient 


protection. Unless some protection is given 
.the supply of accommodation may be at any 


- time rendered unequal.to the demand by a 


- house owner and, say, # coolie ocoupier coming 
forward and declaring they find the latrine 
‘interferes with their comfort and is a nuisance. 
‘Whether this was done out of spite or without 
sufficient reason the Sanitary- Board might 
have-.to fight an action and they have no 
- public ‘fands at their disposal to fight such 
suits. ‘To ensure that ‘all care is taken to pre- 
‘vent such latrines becoming a nuisatice they 


are “placed under the control and management 


a) 
pea ‘ap 
-, objection to the passing of the Ordinance. 


‘of the Sanitary Board and all the by-laws to 
sure their proper maintenance are made 
licable to them. -I hope there will be no 


= he CorontaL SECRETARY seconded. 


“: "Bill -vead the second time. 
* Council: went into Committee on the Bill, 


: which passed through all its stages. 
““{HE PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND GIRLS. 
- "Phe. ArrorNEY-GENERAL—The. next item 


“c+ fai the Orders of the.Day. is the third reading 


cof the Bill entitled an Ordinance to consolidate 


Pao ail oie 


I do not. 


-" iPHE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 
“. | and amend the laws relating to the protection 
of women and girls. 


It will be within the 
recollection of hon. members that when this 
Bill was in Committee I said that in regard to 
the third sub-section of section 3 I might have 
to add a proviso. I have since carefully con- 
sidered the matter and have shown the proviso to 
the learned member Dr. Ho Kai; who agrees with 


it, I therefore ask that the Council resolve. 


itself once again into Committee to consider 
the clauses 2 and 3. . 

The Cotoni1aL SECRETARY seconded. 

Council went into Committee on the Bill. 

After a slight alteration had been made in 
clause 2 the ArroRNEY-GENERAL said—The 
difficulty in sub-Section 3 of clause 3 is 
that knowledge had to be proved. A 
girl is sold and then brought to Hongkong 
and taken to a brothel for proposes of prostitu- 
tion. Ifthe person who brought her down 
knows she was sold, it isan offence. It is ex- 
tremely difficult to prove what a man knows, and 
the latest scheme is as follows:—A buys a girl 
and sends her to a brothel in Hongkong. If 
he brought her here the case would be plain, 
but he hands her over to Bat the steamer. B 
is really the confederate or why should he bring 
a girl of whom he knows nothing to Hongkong 
to be put in a brothel? If after B sends the 
girl to the brothel he is arrested, he says, “ You 
must prove I knew she was sold.” This the 
presecution cannot do directly and in such case 
it seems fair the burthen should ‘jie on the ac- 
cused to show he did not know of the sale. 

A proviso was then added to the effect that 
knowledge on the part of the prisoner shall be 
presumed unless he satisfies the jury or magis- 
trate that he had not such knowledge 

Council resumed and the Bill passed throug 
all its stages. a ; 

; ADJOURNMENT, 

His. Excellency—Gentlemen, there will be a 
meeting of the Finance Committee now and I 
propose to adjourn the meeting of the Council 
until after the Jubilee. (Applause.) 

FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Finance Committee was 
then held. Hon. J. H. Stewart Lockhart (Co- 
lonial Secretary) presided and allthe members 
wore present. 

MINUTES. 


“The minutes of the last meeting were read | 


and confirmed. . 
THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 
- The GonontaL Srcrrtany—The only 
minute before the Finance Committee this after- 
noon is one in which the Governor recommends 
the Council to vote a sum of $750 in aid of the 
Hongkong Public Library. No doubt hon. 
members have, within the last few days, seen 
in the public Press of the colony the report 
with regard to the Hongkong Public Library 
and from that report itis evident that this 
Library, which is intended to fulfil a public 
purpose, is in want of funds, and His Excel- 
lency the Governor is of opinion that the 
Government might well vote as a contri 
the Library the sum of3750. l'e 
this vote will receive the approval of this 
Committee. 
Vote recommended. 
ADJOURNMENT. , 
The Committee then adjourned, 


SUPREMI: COURT. 
28th May. 


CRIMINAL SESSIONS, 


: 
BEFORE SIR JOHN CARRINGTON 
(CHIRF JUSTICE.) 


THE ARSON CASE: VERDICT OF GUILTY.- 
The trial was resumed of Wong Lin Kang, 
who was charged with wilfully setting fire to 
99, Jervois Street, there being persons therein 
at the time. : : 
“Hon. W. M. Goodman (Attorney-General) 
prosecuted, being instrncted by Mr. H. L. 
Dennys (Crown Solicitor), and Mr. BE. Robinson 


(instructed by Mr. V. H. Deacon) defended. 


At the conclusion of the evidence Mr. Ro- 
binson contended that there was no case what- 
ever against the prisoner. He had no ikterest 
in the place and therefore could have no ‘notive 


| for setting fire to it.. There was a suggestion 


ion to, 
usts that: 


by the prosecution that the: master had asked © 


the prisoner: and his brother to: set fire tothe - ~ 


place. There was no ‘evidence of .that,,. but 
counsel asked what would be the natural answer 


of an employé who was asked ‘by: his master to. 


set fire to premises.. Would it not. bo“ No, I - 


will have nothing to do with it”’P. It was true. a 


that something was supposed to have been writ-_ 
ten by the master, but the document. was not 
admissible in evidence, and if it - had -been. 
counsel would have closely cross-examined 
the translator-of it. But that could pass. 


‘There was not a tittle of evidence to show that 


any bribe was offered to the prisoner, much less 
accepted by him. If he was guilty of course he 
knew all about the tin of kerosine and the 
soaked pieces of ‘paper, and Chinese territory 
was not very faraway. Hoe was at large several 
hours, but did he try to get away? No, he was 
found in his mother’s house. What connection 
was there betwen the tin of kerosinesand the 
prisoner? If the Jury applied the principles ~ 
that ought to be applied in cases of circumstan- 
tial evidence they would find there was no case at 
all against the prisoner. _ Undoubtedly there 
was suspicion, but a perfectly innocent man 
might lie under suspicion. The tins were 
pnt there by somebody. Counsel was not there 
to talk nonsense to the jury, but the question - 
was, did the evidence lead them to the conclu-. 

sion that the prisoner and no one else put them 
there? The Crown said that he did,while others 
were sleeping. "Was it not just as likely that 
others did it while he was sleeping. The whole 
of the men in the shop were charged and dis- 
charged and Counsel contended that there was 
no more evidence against the prisoner than 
there was against the men who were discharged. 
Counsel also commented upon the fact that the 
prisoner was not charged with the murder of the. 
three mén who were suffocated in the premises. 
Could the jury conscientionsly return a-verdict | 
of guilty against the prisoner on a charge of 
murder? If they could not they equally conld 
not find him guilty of arson, a 


The Attorney-General then replied and with 
regard to his having mentioned the letter to the 
jury which was eventually not admitted as 
evidence saidit was usual to open to the jury 
all the facts which the Counsel for the prosecu- 
tion expects to be able to lay before them by the 
evidence he intends to call. No doubt if he 
had reason, on the facts before him when he 
opened the case, to believe certain evidence was 
inadmissiblé he would usually not open that 
evidence in detail. With regard to the letter 
whieh was excluded, there was no reason for 
him to doubt its admissibility” when he opened 
the base. Indeed, except for the statement of 
the prisoner’s paramour yesterday that she may 
have had some of the prisoner’s brother’s clothes . 
sent to her to wash, the letter would have been 
admitted by the Chief Justice, because, apart 
from that statement, the letter must have been- 
taken to have been in the prisoner’s possession . 
prior to the fire... The woman said the letters 
in the box in the prisoner's room were put there 
by her either from the pockets of the clothes 
or from the floor or from the latch in the room. 
It was ,not till one document -had been 


‘| adraitted that she stated she might have 


washed- thé prisoner’s brother's clothes as well 
as the prisoner’s. In that state of affairs the 
Chief Justice held that it was just possible the - 
letter might have. come from the prisoner's 
brother's clothes and so,it was possible: he (the 
prisoner) might not have read it or had it in 
his possession. On-that ground he excluded the 
letter from evidence, but that ground was not 
before him (the Attorney-General) when he | 
opened the case. The counsel for the prosecution 
opens the facts he expects to be able to proye 
and in most cases some of those. facts: are. dis- 
proved or explained away by the counsel for the’ 
defence. In this case, the letter having been 
finally excluded, the Attorney-General asked 
the jary to disiniss it from their minds and try 
the case upon the evidence and the evidence 
alone. It is quite usual to ask the jury to 


exclnde from their mind anything they may ~— 


have heard or seen in the papers. This letter 
was admitted at the Magistraoy: - and -:was- 
appended to the depositions and may have:found ~~ 
its way into the newspapers, but the jury would ~ 
try the case and come to their-conclusion upon. - 
the evidence admitted in the case and upon'that 


evidence alone, discarding all: other.’ matters. 


“then dealt with the 
in detail and : pointed out that 


_. She: q 
_ had been set on’fire wilfully. The only: ques- 
tion: sleft” was :- whether it was* satisfactorily 
- proved that the prisoner was the man -who . did 
-_ 1t Or was a party to the fire being. communicated 
. to the premises: either as principal or accessory 
before the fact. ; He submitted !the fact of the 
- tins of kerosine being placed’ in‘ such inorim- 
~ inating. positions ‘in “the room in which the 
prisoner-slept pointed almost conclusively to the 
- -Robinson’s theories of possible other origin to 


- . the fire he submitted the prisoner's participation 
in the arson was shown beyond all reasonable 


aaa ee eee 


doubt... : . 
- + His Lordship, in summing up, drew attention 
. ‘tothe fact that not one of the men in the shop 
was-hurt in any‘ way, It was for the jury to 
say: whether that fact had any. bearing on the 
‘men’s knowledge of the fire and their getting 
* . away before the fire burst ont in great violence. 
_ There. could be no doubt that the fire originated 
-on the ground floor and that it was the resuli 
-. . of the criminal action of someone. The ques- 
. . ‘tion for the jury to decide was whether the 
prisoner ‘set the place on fire, and they 
would have to consider whether the evidence 
: pointed to the fact, not necessarily that 
* he.-actually “applied the light, but that he 
knew - ofthe intention beforehand or gave 
any instructions in respect of the fire. After 
- dealing with the preparations made for the fire 
'. his- Lordship said the jury would have to say 
whether. those preparations were made by any- 
one: else than the ‘prisoner. “One imiportant 
point was that a tin of kerosine oil in a wooden 
box -was put in the accountant’s room, where 
_ . the’ prisoner slept, while some workmen were 
| ° _ engaged inthe shop. After the fire a puncture 
Mm  . was found in the tin,. so that the puncture 


must have been made in the accountant’s room. - 


.j - Was it. probable that all these preparations 
j-. were made“hy other men who set fire to the 
¥_ place‘ and: got clear away without anyone on 
m- . the ground floor becoming aware of their 


: ‘presenceP In -regard to the motive, the 


- evidence on that point was certainly not very 
"strong... There was the fact that the business 
"was apparently not very flourishing at the 
time and of the insurance having been effected 
for $4,000, $3,000 of it being renewed’ as 
recently as three weeks before the fire, but 
there “was-no. evidence of conspiracy between 
'- the master, the accountant, and the prisoner, 
- ‘and was it likely that he would set fire to the 
premises with a view to getting the insurance 
money.P It was not bronght home to him that 

. he actually knew of the insurance at all and it 
“--would:.not be right to assume*that he knew 
i anything about it; so there was practically ho 
- evidence of.any motive. But the-jury had to 


nite conclusive that the shop |_-- 


prisoner's guilt,-and after discussing Mr, 


_. CHINA OVERLAND TRAD ‘REPORT. 
THE MOUNT AUSTIN HOTEL SOLD, 


TO BE TURNED INTO BARRACKS, 

. The military authorities have purchased 
Mount Austin Hotel for £30,000. The news will 
create no surprise in the colony. For some 
months negotiations have been going on between 
the War Office and Messrs, J. D. Humphreys 
and Son, the owners, concerning the sale of 
the property, and we believe the difference in 
the views of the parties as to the price was only 
£2,000. The War Office offered £28,000 for 
the site and buildings, but the owners resolutely 
declined to make any reduction in their figure 
and eventually the War Office gave way. The 
price appears to be by no moans excessive, as 
Mount Austin Hotel occupies the finest site at 
the Peak and will always be worth the money 
paid for it. The purpose for which the military 
authorities have bought the hotel is for garri- 
son barracks, the-intention being to provide ac- 
commodation for four hundred men, so that by 
a system of relays the whole of the Bxitish sol- 
diers on the station will be able to recruit their 
health at the Peak for three or four months 
each year. That such a change is necessary for 
the benefit of the men cannot be questioned, for 
the barracks in Queen’s Road, well appointed 
as they are, are not conducive to the permanent 
good-health of the soldiers, and it is of the first 
importance that a healthy garrison should be 
maintained at any cost. The exact date when 


. the military authorities will take possession of 


the hotel has not yet been determined, but it 
will probably bein October, It would be rather 
hard on the fifty or sixty visitors in residence 
at tho hotel to ask them to clear out in Sep- 
tember, the contract date of the transfer, and we 
believe that Major-General. Black will kindly 
give his consent not to take over the build- 
ing until the end of October. For the 


first fow months the hotel will be used 
as a hospital and barracks, but as soon 
as the- new military hospital to be erected 
above Bowen Road is completéd the whole of 
the hotel will be devoted to the purposes of 
‘barracks. There is plenty of ground for the 
met to drill upon and the whole place is most 
aumirably suited for the requirements. - We 
must congratuiate the military authorities upon 
. the acquisition of this fine building and Messrs. 
J. D. Humphreys and Son upon their latest 
good stroke of business. 
an excellent bargain. Z f 
It may be mentioned’ that some thirty-five 
years ago a military sanatorium existed on or 
near the site. that has now been ‘acquired 
by the War. Office. 
of Hongkong says :— . 


Each side has made 


Dr. Eitel in his History 


“The long talked-of scheme of ‘a. medical 


sanatorinin, to be established on Victoria Peak, 
was atJast carried out, but did not receive a fair 


property, exclusive of furniture, was purchased 


Stanley Spencer. Unfortunately the event was 3B 8 


trial, At the recommendation of the principal 


bear.in mind ‘that it was not for the Crown to. medical officer of the station; the Military 


- establish a motive. The jury had solely to con- 
. sider whether the ‘fire conld have been started 
~ without-the prisoner having any participation in 
it and: without-his having any knowledge of it. 
' The:jury.-were absent, from coart only four 
_ + minutes: They unaminonsly returned a verdict 
: -. of guilty..." y : ; Eo : 
. His Lordship—Wong Lin Kang, you have 
been found; guilty of the offence with which you 
. were charged, and I think nobody who has heard 
the evidence given in court can: doubt that the 
; . jury have come to the right conclusion. You may 
have been used.as a tool in this‘matters by your 
> master or accountant; of that I know nothing. 


sanatorium on the plateau below the flag-staff 
and filled it with patients (of an unsuitable 
class). But, before the close of the year, the 
military doctors condemned. the scheme as a 
manifest failure, on the ground that nearly 
every case sent up had been attacked with 
‘diarrhoea of an intractable nature and that all 
medical cases had been aggravated rather than 
improved. ‘The fate which had pursued the 
Island as a whole, and the Kowloon Peninsnla 
in particular, asserted: its power also as to the 
first settlements on the Peak :,the i!.st oceupa- 
tion prodnced disease, and patience and dis- 
cretion were required to overcome the difficulty. 
It took years -before Peak residence, strongly 
‘advocated by Mr. Granville Sharp, who. took a 
lease of the deserted .sanatorium,. rose into 
favour” : 

At the meeting of the Austin’: Arms Hotel 
and Building Cu., Limited, at which ‘the resolu- 
| tion for voluntary liquidation’ was confirmed, 
the Chairman, Mr..J. D. Humphreys, said:— - 

“We obtained concession aftér concession 
‘from the Government in respect to extensions: 
of ile lot, as we fonnd that in cutting down the 
- Mount Austin our filling made‘s valuable front- 


ai . y 


Renlidicoedcan bette Sicnas4 ada 


‘|.way.- The half of the Mount Austin itself was: 


‘the :Government..under the ‘sanction-: of the 
the Circ >, | Military “Authorities, I suppose: because’ one. 


> 


Authorities opened, in spring 1862. a well-built | 
‘in a very short time and about 6.15 everything 


‘spacg. his parachute being all the time fixed. to: > 


age which we obtained by improving the road- |. 


| reserved for War Department purposes,’ and}. 
¢this we were fortunate enough to obtain. from |- 


| 


Wok: 


half of it was no use:to them without 
I assume that when this half part 

the. War Department’ was so ‘reserv 
because it commanded the: Harboui 


should be sorry for the residents of the colony, _ 
for if the Mount Austin Hotel is to. pass away _ 
from them for any other purpose than it was ; 
originally intended for, namely, a‘ health ~ -' 
resort,” etc., etc. neni 
The property stood in the books of the Austin = 
Arms Hotel and Building Co., Limited, on the: 
31st December, 1892, at $246,851, exclusive of-. 
furniture, and it was mortgaged for $130,000. ~ 
When the Company was liquidated in 1894 the 


by Mr. J. D. Humphreys for $130,050. That. 
gentleman has since spent upon it about 
$100,000 in the erection of a new wing and ball 
room ; 
"Wo- iar that tho wailitary: euthotities' age 
it in contemplation to secure all the privately: 
owned land on Victoria Peak and. that some 
owners have already been approached with a 
view to arranging terms. j : 
The sanatorium at Magazine Gap will 
probably be abandoned, as unfortunately the - 
site has not proved healthy. 


PARACHUTE ACCIDENT. 
———_—___ 


MR. SPENCER INJURED. 


‘ On the 30th May a very large crowd of | 
spectators assembled at Bay View to witness a 
balloon ascent and a parachute descent by Mr. 


attended by a somewhat alarming accident to 
the parachutist, but Inckily his injuries are _ 
not’ s0’serious as was at first feared, a fracture oe 
of the bone just above the left ankle being the 
extent of the injuries. The balloon was inflated | - 


was in readiness fur the ascent. Mr, Spencer 
placed himself in the iron ring of the parachute 
and at the word “ go” the balloon was released 
and it rapidly rose into theair, It had not gone ‘ 
very far, however; when it suddenly collapsed and 
Mr, Spencer, tothe horror of the numerous spect- 
ators, dropped at a tremendous rate through 


the balloon. The parachute slightly opened, but .. 
unfortunately thedistance to.the ground was not =. 
sufficient to permit of thorough inflation, the * 
consequence being that the aeronant dropped = 
heavily on a hill to the east of the recently — 
erected kerosené tanks. The fears of the -— 
crowd were that Mr. Spencer was killed;and == hs 
itis probable that he wonld have been: As: |! 
he not retained his presence of mind: and ; 
kept himself in avperpendicular position. As ~~. . 
soon as the accident happened.about a dozen -~. 
spectators hastened to render assistarice, but 
it was a matter of considerable ~ difficul 
to reach the spot where. Mr. Spen 
fallen. First of ' all. a®: high « ga 


‘to be climbed, then a. wall -and ‘afterwards; 


reached . and “it. w 


ie was then conveyed to his home. 


a.| President tal reat: 
it could’be safely left in his hands. 
-| Both the gymnasium and 


takes a great interest in and: ther 


-| mittees complain: of, lack foe interest in their 


-and the greatest care “had-.to-be- 

by. the willing hands, among whom 
ome - Jack °Tars -who-.gaye . most 
le assistance, . in .descending . the 
: “and thickly wooded hill, Eventually 
- ‘the task ‘was accomplished and it fortunately 
‘happened that.on reaching the road Dr. Sted- 


_ SERIOUS ACCIDENT Tu DR. NOBLE. 


Lees ane -__— eo 
- .On Wednesday afternoon, 26th May, Dr. Noble 
_. met with a serious accident while driving along 


- . §haukiwan Road from Quarry Bay. He was 


‘ 4n company with Mr. Bowers, his assistant, 
-~ at the time and was in a dog ‘cart which was 
drawn by an Australian horse. Just after 


..Jeaving Quarry Bay the horse stumbled and 


fell and badly scraped his knees, Dr. Noble 
was driving and he continued to tightly hold 
the reins, the result being that he was thrown 
-violently on to-the ground, his face strik- 


dng the earth first, Dr. Noble sustained 


--a@ very ugly wound on the nose, which 
was split open, and also a cut over 
the. left: eye. The wounds. bled freely but 


the doctor was able to get into his dog cart 


again with the intention of getting back to 
town with all possible speed. This was rather 
- a risky'proceeding, as the horse, with its broken 
-- knees-‘might have stumbled again at any mo- 
-- ment; but it was the only thing to be done 
_ under ‘the circumstances. Fortunately, how- 
ever, Mr. Hart Buck, who was also driving 
- along the road, met Dr. Noble and at once 
brought him back to town, Dr. Noble's 
horse and dog cart being left in charge 
of Mr. Bowers, who was happily un- 
_-hurt, and the mafoo. Dr. Noble was 
‘taken to his office and then Mr. Hart Buck 
went to get medical assistance. Very fort- 
~~ anately he met Dr. Atkinson just ontside the 
‘office’ and that gentleman had Dr. Noble 
conveyed to the Government Civil Hospital, 
where his nose was stitched and dressed and he 
Wt Dr. Stedman 
- ‘is now attending the patient and we are pleased 
“to, learn that, notwithstanding the nasty in- 
- juries, he is able to get about the house, 
ilthough it will probably be some days before 

- he goes to his office. ; 


VICTORIA RECREATION CLUB. 


"The annual-meeting of the members of the 
‘Victoria Recreation. Club was held on 28th 
-May. . Commander C. H. Hastings 
sided and said that during the.past year the 


respective departinents, - T 
a most excellent instructor in the gymnasium 
and the.boat house sub-Committee had. been 
careful to keep. the boatsin good order. and:to 
replace old ones. This lack of interest resulted’ 
in the. regatta last December being not so’ 
great a success as usual as far as. rowing was 
concerned, neither the form ‘nor the- number 
of éntries in- the events- being. up to the. 
standard of former years. On the other hand. 
increased interest had been taken in the sailing 


} matches, and as s ‘condequence the entries 


were largély increased and the boats saltoge- 
ther better. The athletic sports in March at 
Happy Valley were a great, success; the records 
of previous years having been beaten in all the 
eyents but the mile race and. throwing the 
cricket ball. Returning .to the question of the 
new site the Chairman said that.if they 
were enabled to retain the present one the 
alterations to the sea front wall | would 
necessitate the building df a new ‘club and 
bath house, which, the Committee were in- 
formed, would cost $40,000.' Since Mr. Sanders 
had to give up the secretaryship Mr.. W. 
Armstrong, Mr. A. Denison, and Mr. R.-F. 
T.ammert had each acted as secretary, and Mr. 
T. H. Reid had now consented to take up the 
duties. 

The report and accounts were, on the motion 
of Mr. Reid, adopted. : 

An alteration in Rule 12, whereby the annual 
subscription shall be payable prior to March 
31st, was then mide, 

Commander Hastings was re-slected as 
Chairman, and Mr. W. H. Potts and Mr. T. H, 
Reid were appointed hon. treasurer and lon. 
secretary respectively. ee 

~The following Committee was appointed— 
Messrs M. A. A, Souza, R. K.- Leigh, W. 
Armstrong, A. Denison, EB. Bischoff, W. 
Machell, G. A, Caldwell, and C, H. Thompson. 

Mr. MoLuison suggested that a launch should 
be provided say three times a week to take 
bathers off Stonecutter’s Island. When the 


tide was low bathing at the club was most mn- |, 


pleasant and he thought the provision of a 
launch about three times a week would prove a 
popular innovation. 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the matter 
would be dealt with by the Committee. - 

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks 
to the Chairman. ~ 


THE ADDRESS TO HER MAJESTY. 


a 
Rrepresentatives of the Press have had an 
opportunity of inspecting the Hongkong ad- 
dress of congratulation which is to be pre-- 
sented to Her Majesty the Queen. The word- 
ing of the address, which is in the custody of 
Mr. N. J. Ede, is known to the public, and it 
is the artistic part that we are now concerned 
with. ‘he design is by Mr. J. B. Coughtrie, 
who supervised every detail of its execn- 
tion, and great thanks are due. to him for: 
the valuable assistance he gave in the work, 
The address is ‘printed on creamy Japanese 
vellum covered with a ground of very pale gold. 
The ornamentations and enrichments, as well 
as the border, aye in deep gold, and it is 
questionable whether anything so artistic in 
typography has ever been seen in the colony. 
This branch of the work was executed by 
Messrs. Kelly and Walsh, who certainly carried 
out their commission inja manner worthy of 
the occasion. The ,address is contained in ap 
album, or cover, of richly carved black- 
wood, the size being 11. by 15 inches. 
An oblong central panel and four circular 


-* >. the ‘Queen’s: Most Excell 


_(Applange.) |.0 
boat house sub-Com-: 


' : is was gnfortunate |- 
| for there were most complete paraphernalia and 


- coloured silk, and. 


characteristic and “aniqu 
cover is of rich scarlet and:ge 
opening: page is inscribed: in la 


and then follows the address, “The w 


nnanimous approval df the public. -~. 
HONGKUNG BRANCH. OF THE LON-. 
DON COLLLGE OF MUSIC, .- 
PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATES... 
On 81st May His Excellency --thé Go-. 


vernor, Sir William -Robinson, presented tho —— : 
certiticates gained by local candidates in-the ~~ 
recent examination held by the =Hongkong .«. - 


Branch of the London College of Music. The. 
presentation took place at the City Hall, ~~ 
amongst those present. being—Sir. John Car- — 
rington, Hon. W. M. Gootisan, Hon Bb. R, | 
Belilios,, Captain Phillips, A.D.C., Rev. R. EF. > 
Cobbold, Messrs. D. R. Crawford, W.G.Hum- 
phreys, A. G. Ward, G. Grimble,: G. P. Lam. - 
mert, G. L. Duncan, G. Piercy, sjun., and. B. . ~ 
Ralphs (Local Secretary). - a seek 

‘he proceedings were opened 
Danenberg, who played Chopin’s Polonaise -in 
A fiat, and his performance gave much pleasure. 

Mr. Ralphs read the following report: of the. . 
Branch :— Steg ne ge 

As this is the: first report of!-the: local. - 


branch of the London College of Music, it will. 2 


not be ont of place! to give a brief -history of 
the College and its work here. —~ a 
The London College of Music was founded 
in 1007 with the object of providing. increased: 
opportunities for the. study of. music, holding. 
examinations, and: awarding diplomas -and 
certificates to successful. candidates, 
The teaching départment of .the. College 
compares favourably with that of: any- other 


musical institution ‘in London or ‘elsewhere. : 


Facilities are offered to.all students for the:at- 
tainment of s high-glass musical education‘at:a |. -". 
moderate cost, and tpon a system-based: upon. 
‘the requirements of the examinations. held: by: 
all the Musical Colleges. There is. a. staff, o£ 


70 professors, and. lessons are given not only | ; 


during the-day, but in tho evenings:also. |. | 
In the Examination Department, a-really, _ 
gigantic work is being carried on,: Last: year: — : 


the number of candidates awarded certificates _ : 


was nearly 7,000. The examinations were:.. 
held in all parts of the British Isles, and:.also: 
in India, South Africa, New Zealand; Australia, — 
a and the West Indie, © -.) 3. 

© examiners, among whom are. (Dr; Sang: 
ster, Dr. Karn, Dr. Allison, Dr.’ narkaad 
Mr. Caldicott, are gentlemen of. the : highest 
repute in the musical world; and their functions - 
are carried out with the utmost: care ‘and: ‘the-~ 


corner pawels, each containing Chinese charac- |. 


ters of pure gold expressive of the good wishes. 
of Her Majesty’s subjects in this colony, form 


| a very striking and artistic-relief to the design. 


‘The characters. in the central panel mean 
“May the Queen live for ever,” whilst the 
corner characters respectively mean —‘ Lon- 


| govity,”..“* Prosperity,” “ Peace,” Health,”- 


every consider-: 


of site, 


‘words which could not have. been more | appro- 


priate... The panels are delicately incised with a. 


fine diaper ground, which serves toset off theplain-| 


a 


ligold of: the characters and, to enrich the general. 


jose: 20..candidates, 15 entered. for pianoforte 
laying; for singing, and 6 for theory. - = 
‘he results were as. follows: In piatioforte 
- playing 12. candidates  pameea eae sing-- 
ing, 1 candidate’ passed, no failures; in theory 
'. 4/candidates passed, 2 failed:-. 0 7-- =. 7+ 
“f-cIni-the ‘Theory Section, Miss L. Crawford 
“was ‘successful in: obtaining the diploma - of 
"Associate in Musio.. = 32 1 


, ihe theory” papers were marked at the. 
' College,.and the examiners report that the 
_ work gave.evidence .of careful preparation on 
‘the part of the candidates. - oot 
a ‘-:The local examiners’ report treats of the 
': > performance of the candidates in practical 
“- - tansio; and is.as follows:—. ©. ~ 
~. 18 candidates. presented themselves for ex- 
’. “amination in- pianoforte playing, of which one 
>. entered“ for the Advanced Sénior, 1 for the 
_ _: Senior, 2 for the Intermediate, and 9 for the 
! Blementary Sections. All were successful ex- 

_ cept the-candidate who entered for the Senior 

Section, : we 

_ °» Phe selected pieces, for the most part, 

.: showed: evident signs of careful preparation, 

'  and;.-generally, were very accyrately played. 

Mr. Danenberg’s - performance of his two 
difficult pieces calling for special mention. 

.- |. "Whe Scale and Arpeggio playing, too, was 

_ on-the whole, very creditable, though it would 
be well for young. performers to remember 
- that pace is not everything, and that the cu)- 
tivatien of a firm and orisp touch is far more 
- important than mere speed. There is a Scale 
_ {and Arpeggio Manual of Walter - Macfarren’s 
~ which:contains at the beginning some valuable 
-. hints on scale practising, one of which young, 
- ‘and sometimes, we fear, even older players 
- “would do well to: keepin mind. It is:— 
ae Quick practice is leaden, 
: _ Slow practice is golden.” 

. The Reading at Sieht (confined to the more 
advanced Sections) was, we regret to say, in 
almost every .case, deplorably weak. We can- 

‘not impress too: strongly on students the im- 
_* portance of this brazich of pianoforte playing, 
Ff. >. ”“ and’ we wish instructors would devote more 
. '. time and-care to the teaching of it; for, though 
the reading of music at sight is, more or less, 

| a gift, still, a great degree of proficiency may. 
. with the-aid of a painstaking and conscien- 
. tious teacher, be attained by the persevering 
_ gtudent.. The answers to the questions on the 
rudiments and theory of music, too, were, on 
the whole, rather disappointing, thongh several 


ceria 
: Mas 


snobs : 


» and-clearly. Here again, teachers ard often 
inclined. to trust too nach to their pupil 
- “picking up” the meaning of musical signs and 
terms, whereas experience shows that only too 
- often beginners have an eye for nothing but 
the ‘actual notes of the piece that they happen 
-: to-be playing. 
__ + :."Pakén as a whole, however, the results of the 
_ examinations -are distinctly encouraging, und 
- Wweirust that the success of the candidates on 
. this: occasion may stimulate them to further 
efforts in the future. 
wa GG. GRIMBLE- 
"Signed -< G. P, GAMMERT 
Oe ee (LAG. Warp Examiners, 
. -+ Jam. directed to ‘convey the thanks of the 
~~ Gounceil to. the examiners for the very efficient 
--manner in which: they conducted the exami- 
_. ~ mations, and. also to the: authorities of the 
... City Hall for allowing us, on several occasions, 
> the'use of this building. . 


poten ae ac vitisr igsaatooshee 
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-xicon to present the certificates which have 
* ‘been awarded bythe London - College of Music 
~:.-¢o--the ‘successful candidates from our little 
_* “galony of. Hongkong, and I have very great 
* ple ‘in doing so.- Until I had come this 

“I had no idea’ Mr. Ralphs was to 
ports which he has just read to:you, 
therefore has, unwittingly, taken: the 
.. wind out’of my sails, “But even though I re- 

“2 peat’what he has said I think I cannot do better 
all-your' attention, in order that it may 
ressed ‘more fully ‘upon- your minds, to 


olony.of : Hongkong. in~ musical 
As Mr. Ralphs has said, last “year 


as it were, tothe Educa- 


Music: Now there are very few 
| haps; who. knew, until Mr. Ralphs read his report, | 
“what -this. London: College of Music is.:. I will 
-tell'you, even at the risk of repeating what -he. 
hag gaid. The Educational Department of -the 
“London College of Music provides a complete 
musical education for students of all ages—from } 
the most elementary tothe most advanced stage— 
in vocal and instrumental music, and theoretical 
knowledge. and- composition. Simultaneously 
with technique and practical work on an in- 
strument, a certain amount of theoretical know- 
ledge is alsd imparted, and pupils are thus 
taught to understand what they play and are 
interested in their work. Now these lines are 
followed, I understand, in Hongkong, and, as 
My. Ralphs has pointed out, we are very for- 
tunate in having ‘amongst us such able musi- 
cians, such accomplished musicians as Mr. | would not touch a penny of ‘soldiers’: money: 
Grimble, Mr. Ward, Mr. Lammert, and Signor at he isk in: 
Cattaneo. Under their guidance, and with the 
arsistance of Mr. Ralphs, the Local Representa- 
tive, to whom the colony and the College of Music 
are much indebted, energetic measures have been 
made in the spread of music. (Applanse). Mr. 
|. Ralphs has already stated that twenty candidates 
presented themselves for examination, and it is 
most gratifying to state that no less than seven- . 
teen certificates have been awarded. In the 
theory of music 6 candidates came forward and 
4 passed; in practical music, pianoforte and 
singing, 14 candidates enteredand 13 passed. I 
think it must be gratifying-to the community 
of Hongkong to know there are so many rising 
musicians amongst us. It is not necessary 
for me to say anything in favour of a musical 
education. We all know that‘ music. hath | 
charms to soothe the savage breast,” and that—. 
“The man that hath no music in himself, : 
| Nor is not mov’d with concord of sweet sounds, 


And this applies to ladies as well as gentle- 


of the candidates showed_a very fair knowledge |. 
_of their subject and gavg their answers quickly |- 


‘His Excellency-—I have been asked this after- 


this little start-has been made. in. 


“Musical Centre’. and |. 


© London: College of | 


2: 3 


ersons here, per- 


P 


-japagers; but no amount of usage .can alter 
the fact that what ‘is lightly deseribed as 
‘pumshaw’ is really akin to the awkward 
Hnglish word ‘bribe, paid, moreover,  . 
not out of the pockets of the generons giver, : 
, bat out of the enhanced price paid by his com: noe 
ndes for the beer- which they drank in ‘the 
canteen, This involuntary . contribution the 
Commander-in-Chief is determined shall cease 
and any levy of it in future must be rigorously - 
dealt with—W. BLack, Major-General, arth 
May E 
‘We have gathered privately more of the 
‘exact position of canteen managers than’. 
transpired at the trial of Sergeant Fretter. - 
t seems that .the canteen manager receives *~ 
3s. 6d. a day beyond his ordinary pay for’ 
tapping and looking after the beer and in addi. - 
tion he legitimately makes a certain sum in the 
way of allowances for waste, so that the pdsi- - 
tion is “a very remunerative one and is edgerly 
sought for. Beyond these extras Sergeant 
Fretter received, roughly speaking, £7 J0s.a ~-. 
month, not a year ag was, we think, generall (he 
supposed, from the brewers themselves. It wi 
thus be seen that heiwas making ‘a small for- 
tune.” It must also be understood that, the  cum- 
shaw,” or “bribe,” came indirectly out of the - 
pockets of the soldiers themselves, as.the canteen 
manager's allowance was naturally tacked on to 
the cost of the beer, thus increasing the price of 
‘the liquor, At the-préesent time beer is being 
bought about $12 a hogshead cheaper as 8 con- 
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Ts fit for treasons, stratagems, and spoils ; 
The motions of his spirit are dull as night, 
Let no such man be trusted.” : 


men. We all know that musical knowledge is 
one of the most charming and delightful of ac- 
complishments. We all recollect that one of 
our great modern writers, Sir Edwin Arnold. 
caid that “ Music is the handmaid of Religion,” 
and properly exercised its influence can only be 
felt for good. I can only hope in distributing 
these certificates, which I have great pleasure 
in doing, that musical education under the sgis | 
of the London College of Music may make as 
wonderful strides in this colony as it has done 
elsewhere, (Applause.) 

His Excellency then distributed the certifi- 
cates. ; : 

Hon. E. R. Belilios proposed a vote of thanks 
to the Governor for so kindly presenting the 

rizes. : 

The thanks were returned:by means of three | 
vigorous cheers for His Excellency. 

His Excelleney then. announced that Mr. 
Grimble was down for a speech. = , 

Mr. Grimble said he was really down to 
second the vote of thanks. He was sure every- 
one would consider it a great honour -to have 
Sir William Robinson there to present the 
prizes. ‘here would be another examination 
in November and they hoped to have His Ex- 
eellency present at the next distribution of 
prizes. ; ek a 
Mr. Grimble then played a lullaby at the 
request of the Governor and the proceedings 
concluded with the playing of.“ God Save the 
Queen.” % 


——— 
HE SENi1 ENCE OS SERGEANT 
PAETTER, 9° 5° 


-COMMENTS BY MAJOR-GENERAL BLACK. . 

The decision of the court-martial which” 
tried Sergeant: Fretter was, to the non-military 
mind at any rate, quite a-curious one. It will 
be remembered that thére were two charges’ 
against the prisoner. .The first was for taking 
afee in respect of merchandise brought: into 
a barrack in which prisoner had authority, and 
the second was for conduct to the prejudice of 
‘gool order and military discipline. The 
prisoner admitted having received $75.50 from 
the brewers’. agents, so that practically : he 
pleaded guilty to. the first charge, 
his defence being that he .was. ignorant: 
of..the regulations and had- been doing .what 
“was .a recognised custom ‘amongst’: canteen 
‘managers: In face of these facta it is‘ most 


. The Shenpao states that-the bi agua 
in Foechow this year in much worse than what. 
-was experienced in that city last year, when be- 

tween twenty and thirty: thousand persong* 
from it. ‘The same’ psper conclude: 
accounts it has been receiving from 
since last’ Marci.’ that the victims of the’ 
-in Foochow this year: will not-fall far-‘ahc 

40,000. The natives of Foochow call the j 
“the rat epidemic,” :probably ow 
‘ rodents being first attacked. by 
News? 2. 9, 207 


DIAMOND 


a a ‘had not been ratified. 
‘°... ‘+ Hongkong, we are 
”. " gent.state of prosperity through being a“ Free 


JUBILEE SU BSCRIP- 


f'n TIONS. 
tO 


: - ,The Hon. Treasurer begs to acknowledge 
“with thanks the receipt of the following con- 


tributions, viz. :-— 


“Already acknowledged ... .. 842,363.92 
“2° .. Ghun Seu... 2.0... - 500 
~ Chun Tong ke ees 500 
:. + China Export-Import-&-Bank Com- 
* pagmie ee ee tes 500 
“ .- Employés China Sugar Refinery... 259 
 Taikoo Sngar Refining Co., Ld.... 250 
“Qeottish Oriental S.S. Co., Ld. .. 250 
- Office Staff, Messrs. Butterfield 
moos" Be Swire, 6c. us ewe ps 200 
-  Bmployés Taikoo Sugar Refinery 168.50 
-- Johnson, Stokes & Master wer lad 
Anonymous”... ww 100 
H. U. Jeffries = 100 
- Ferd. Bornémann ... ©... 100) 
- Hongkong Electric Co., Ld.... 100 
" - 3M Henderson ... ... weve 50 
~~ Ghantrey Inchbald ... 50 
W. D. Graham Ma nus 50 
Rev. F. Evaristo Torres... 25 
Dr. J. C. Thomson... ... : D5 
~ Banker & Co. ... er V5 
‘A. G. Stokes 95 
L. Suidter... Qh 
J. Y. V. Vernon 25 
‘J. Goosmann ... 25 
- Pp. E. Khambatta 25 
8. B. Bhabha 25 
C. H. Thompson 95 
- M. Grote ... 25 
FE, C. Keeka 90 
A. H. Chinoy 20 
E. Bischoff Jo 
G. Piercy, Jr 10 
Carl Georg... 10 
~ CG. Schwencke ... 5 
~ H. Kammel -5 
- GC. H. Lammert 5 
frnest A. Mirow 5 
_.G. Thiel 5 


346,061.42 


CAPTAIN RUMSEY ON LIGHT DUES. 


: —_ 

The Harbour Master’s annual report was 
laid before the Legislative Council on 31st May. 
Tn the course of it Captain- Rumsey says :— 

The subject of light dues has occupied some 


- attention recently and has elicited statoments 


and arguments the basis of which is found in 
the phrase “ Freedom of the Port.” : 
But even those from whom this phrase falls 
most glibly have not attempted to explain pre- 
_oisely what meaning they attach to it. Hong- 
kong is described by them as a “Free Port,” 
and the Government is*anathematized for 
destroying its freedom, yet there hasy been no 
proposal on the part of the Government to alter 
in principle the condition of things which -has 
~ existed for the last quarter of a century. 
- “A “Free Port” in the general acceptance of 
. the term is, I venture to assert, a port where 
there is no Custom House and where goods are 
. free from Custom duties and, control. Also in 
’ some cases it is applied to ports where ships are 
free and nof subject to charges such as Light 
Dues, Tonnage Dues, kc. There is no Custom 
Honsejat Hongkong and goods are free, but for 
the last 25 years European shipping has been 
subject to a charge for light dues, and for 30 
+ ‘years native craft have been subject to port 
» charges. 
_ iBut itis now contended that here in Hong- 
kong “ Freedom of tho Port” inust include both 


+ of these exemptions and that without Free Ships 


_.as well as Pree Goods. there is no “ Free Port,” 
. ¥a condition which, so far’ds I have been able to 
- discover, is not. swpported by precedent in any 
_. . port of importance in any part of the world. 
.-. Reference has also been made by way of 


a _ argument to a ‘“Free:,.Port” proclamation 
issued in 1842 when in thevords of the—rato- 


payers” petition to the House of Commons, 
-Hongkong was “a barren rock, the abode of a 
_ few fishermen and pirates ” and when as yet the 

treaty by which it became a British possession 


told. has arrived at its pre- 
-Port.” alow for 30 years Hongkong has not 
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been a “ Free Port” within the apparent mean- 
ing of those who advance- this statement, for 
from the Ist January, 1867, a charge was levied 
on all native craft trading tothe Port, which 
charge hs continued up to the present time, 
and in 1875 Light Dues was first imposed on 
European shipping. 

The prosperity of Hongkong in 1867 (when 
charges were Hirst levied on native craft) was 
represented by.a Europeun tonnage entry of 


| 1,194,826 tons and a junk entry cf 1,367,702 


tons making a total of 2.552,528 tons. 

In 1875, when European shipping was first 
taxed by the imposition of light dues, tho 
total entry had increased to 3,562,774 tons. 

In 189), when the rate of light dues was 


‘inereased to 24 cents a ton, the tonnage entry 


had reached 6,688,994 tons, and last year it was 
8,051,085 tons. 

Thus the prosperity of Hongkong has in- 
creased from an entry of 24 million tcns to an 
entry of 8 million tons during 30 years ot 
taxed shipping, a fact which completely cap- 


‘| sizes the assertion that its prosperity is due to 


its being a “Free Port” from a shipping point 
of view. 

Also it is averred that Hongkong can only 
maintain its prosperity through continuing to 
be a “Free Port,” yet it must be clear that it 
caunot continues to be a “Free Port” if it has 
not hitherto existed in that condition. 

In short, Is it or is it not a “ Free Port”? 
If its present condition is one of freedom, I 
say there is no proposal to alter that condition. 
Tf it is not a “Free Port” then why apply the 
term to it? wank se 

Tt has also been asserted that the imposition 
of any tax on shipping will have the result of 
preventing ships coming to the port. 

T have already shown that this assertion is 
not borne out by our previous experience, but, 
after all it is only an assertion, to support which 


| not one tittle of evidence or argument is offered. 


From the opinion also which has been freely 
stated, that the entry of this large amount of 
tonnage is the cause of Hongkong’s prosperity, 
I take leave to differ, holding rather that it is 
the result thereof, the cause being found in the 
geographical convenience of the port as a 
shipping centre, and the stability and general 
prosperity ‘of trade in the East, offerint a 
lucrative business to ships. to partake in which 
there is a competition of ever increasing keen- 
ness. But however, this may be, there remains 
the fact which %an hardly be disputed but 


‘which seems likely to be lost sight of-namely, 


that ships come here, as they go elsewhere, 
solely for their own benefit, and not with the 
object of benefitting Hongkong ; sé long there- 
fore as benetits accrue to ships trom the use of 
our,waters, whether on account of their geo- 
graphical position, or from any other cause, 0 
Jeng will ships continne to come, and the mea- 
sure of these benefits, J am convinced, will not 
be found ina tax, even exceeding the present 
one of 24 cents a ton, which represents the 
paltry sum of £7 for a ship of 3,000 tons, & 
charge which makes Hongkong, in addition to 
its many other advantages. compare favourably 
as to its charges with almost any port in the 
world. : ; ‘s, 
Se 
Mk. GOPPE’S INSULT TO THE 
MACAO i ORTUGUESE. 
—_—_> —- = 

As already reported by our Macao corres- 
pondent, much indignation has. been excited at 
Macao against Mr. Gotfe, the British Vice- 
Consul ut that port, in consequence of his 
having written on a circular in connection with 
proposed afternoon tess at the. Lawn ‘Tennis 
Club the words “ Any people asked bar Portn- 
guese.” From the Behu Mucaense we learn 
that on the 26th Muay.a meeting of the mem- 
bers of the Club Uniao was held in connection 
with the matter. . 

Senhor Albino Antonio Pacheco explained 
the purpose for which the meeting had been 
called and concluded by asking that the mect- 
ing should discuss the choice of a corrective to 


be applied to the insolence of Mr. Goffe, who, } 


without motive. had affronted the whole of the 
Portuguese inhabitants of the city. 

Senhor Antonio Joaquim Basto next spoke 
and endorsed Senhor Pacheco’s. condemnation 
of My. Goffe’s siction. -In order that the meet- 


-ing might.be in full possession of the facts of 


4 


[June 3, 1897. 
the case and its‘attendant circumstances and be | 
in a position to discuss the question with 
knowledge he proposed to read a serieq of © 
letters which had passed in connection with it. 
These letters were : ei Be Maho Ses 

1.—From Mr. Goffe-in his capacity of British 
Vice-Consul to the Secretary-General: asking. 
that officer to express to H. BE. the Governor, 
as representing the Portuguese nation, his pro- 
found regret for what he bad written on the 
circular, to which he attached no importénce, 
becanse the rules of the foreign Lawn Tennis 
Club prohibiting the admission of Portuguese 
as members, it appeared to him an anomaly to 
invite them to afternoon tea, and in. incon- 
siderately writing what he had done he certainly 
had no idea of offending any one or causing 
any unpleasantness, for during his residence in 
the city he had received only the greatest 
courtesy, both officially and privately. He 
concluded by again expressing his sincere regret 
for having given an apparent cause of offence 
to the gentlemen of Macao- and at the 
same time conveying his assurance that he 
entertained for them feelings of the most 
profound respect, as well as for H.E. the 
Governor and the nation that His Excellency 
represented. 
_ 3—From H.E. the Governor to the speaker 
(Sénhor Basto) as President of the Leal Se- 
nado forwarding an authenticated copy of the 
British Vice-Consul’s letter, concerning which 
His Excellency said that it showed “the 
spontaniety of the just satisfaction tendered 
to all the Portuguese residents and contained 
expressions’ of the greatest respect and sym- 
pathy on the part of that functionary for the © 
inhabitants of this city.” 

8.-From Mr. Buckland, Secretary of the 
Lawn Tennis Club, to the speaker, requesting 
him to use his good offices to avoid any 
precipitation which would place the Club ina 
disagreeable position with respect to its relations 
with the Portuguese community, and stating 
that the Club’ would use all its efforts for the. 
re-establishment of harmony and the correction. 
of the difficulty. : 

Senhor Basto. went on to say’ that 
in view of the facts stated, corroborated 
by the documents he had read, they 
ong!:t to consider in the first place that Mr. 
Gofe had made a retractation which H.E. the 
Governor considered a just and spontaneous 
satisfaction, although it was certain that this 
Yetractation rested on a false basis, for it did 
not appear to be true that Portuguese were 
ineligible to bécome members of the Macao 
Foreigners Lawn Tennis Club, as he (the 
speaker) could find no provision to that effect 
jn the rules, and the fact that there were two 
Portuguese members—Senhor Loureiro and 
the Conde de Senna Fernandes—demonstrated 
the contrary. In the second place, seeing 
the request made by Mr. “Buckland and 
the assurance given by him that the direc- 
tion of the Club would endeavour to satisfac- 
torily close a disagreeable incident of a private 
character, originated by a member of the Club, 
the speaker thought the meeting ought not to 
decide hastily, especially as the man himself 
made retractation.’ Let us, said Mr. Basto, as- 
certain if it is a fact that by the rules of the 
Club Portuguese cannot become members. 
If so, then Mr. Goffe exercised a right, and 
he who oxercises a right is not sanswer- 
able for the consequences. If on the con- 
trary, it was not so, let them wait and see what 
solution of the question the Committee, of the 
Club wonld arrive at. He thought the matter 
should be deferred until it had been dealt with 
by the Committce of the Club. : 

Senhor Pedro Norasco da Silva said he as .J- 
ciated himself with his friends Senhors Pacheco 
and Basto in reprobating the act of Mr.. Goffe, 
but it appeared to him that the retractations 
given by that gentleman in his despatch 
to the Secretary-General and in letters - to 
Senhor Loureiro and Conde Senna Fernandes, 
in which he withdrew*the offensive words, 
expressed his profound regret, stated that .he 
had not the least intention of offending amyone, 
and expressed his respect and consideration for 


the Portuguese, extennated the offence which 
from; the words written on the — 


was presumed ritten on the 
margin of the Lawn Tennis, CJub’s circular. 


Tf the offence disappeared with the retractae 
on for’ reprisal of ©: 


tion there was no occasl 
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cleard. Of. foreign tonnage 1,786,795 tons Sree No. of 
entered and 1,788,309 tons cleared. Of Fla Ships Times Total 
junks Fe aerelge trade ee tons entered 8 are “Entered, pone? 
and 1,885,657 tons cleared. junks in local tye ( 7 r 
~ trade 205,768 tons entered and 209,886 tons earns Se EE AED at eset aero 
‘ cleared. ‘ British tonnage therefore represented eeiian et Pte Bh 59.314 
53} per cent., foreign tonnage represented 214 Danish et, ee ee 58 29.68 4 
- per cent., junk tonnage (foreign trade) repre- Dutch eee ae 10 14.218 
-” sented 223 per cent., junk tonnage (local trade) . ; ‘ fag 
oe French ... u 18 120 165,680 
_ represented 24 per cent. Geran 77 708 846713 
4,578 steamers, 100 sailing vessels, and 29,848 | yyo1san 2 16.079 
-Junks entered during the year, giving a daily ei = tom Me ft ee 80 146 315 
_ average of 94 vessels as against 85 in 1895. No Beta ak a, 124 199'225 
. .-For European constructed vessels the aver- R wes Lk CA de gt 4 11.587 
“age daily entry would be 12.81 as against 12.45 Swedish ieee Sane | 10 9.890 
in 1895, and of the steamers arriving 69.8 per re ee. Na SER oar 
. : : ae sy as : Chinese... ... ... ... 2h 211 247,981 
cent. were British, including all the river : 
oe ; : Spanish 0... . 4. 4 8,139 
steamers, of which. the daily entries averaged Belgian 1 1 1.689 
3.8]. aoe ees oon ’ 
_ A comparison between the years 1895-1896 . , 
rs See odes of 172 British ships, but an Total... 2 495 3,185 4,382,397 
_ increase of 168,657 British tons. _The decrease SAILING VESSELS. | 
. is mainly due to the river steamer Wing Tong (to - No. of Total 
_ “which reference was. made in the 1895 report) Flag. Ships. times monnage- 
’ . which made this year only, 12 entries and 11 Entered. Be. 
. ‘departures; against 114 round trips in 1895. | British ... ... .... 27 31 s(885,5386 - 
"+ Faxclusive of all river steamers the return| American ... ... 36 42 50,427. 
“+ would show an increase of 30 British ships and oe ts 3 a 18. eis 
. + 120,783 British tons. — ; a ere 2 ; 
ae ~ ‘Another cause of apparent decrease in British | Norwegian ©. ... 5 6 3,305 
bee -“" ships ‘compared with 1893 -will be found in the | Siamese ... re | 1 656: 
-; “number of Chinese owned vessels which appeared | Spanish ... 1 3 900 
* _jn 1895. under the British flag and which have | Hawaiian 2 2 2,497 
_° gince returned to their own, snd appeared in| | — —— aa 
“= 1896 as Chinese; the umber of their entries Total ... 84 100 105,370 
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CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
‘ships which sailed under the German flag in 
°1895 were taken out of the comparison. These 
-amounted to 92 entries and clearances of 97,914 
tons, and the actual increase under the German 
flag would then become 267 ships entering and 
clearing with a tonnage of 331,070. 

This substantial increase is built up by an 
increased’number of entries and clearances in 
the coasting trade, coupled’ with the new 
“ Rickmers ” line from Europe, and the large 
new steamers of D. D. R. line which came to 
Hongkong during the year under review. 

‘Under the Japanese flag there is an increase- 
over 1895 of entries and clearances amounting to 
107 ships of 194,104 tons, made up principally 
of 16 vessels of the new lines to Europe, 
Australia, and elsewhere, which made during 
the year 72 éntries and clearances, of a com- 
bined tonnage of 119,846 tons. The increase. 
under this flag is the most. notable for the year. 
For 8 years. previous to the war the average 
yearly entry of Japanese vessels was 44, with 
a tonnage of 61,578; in 1896 it rose to 80 ships 
of 144,493 tons. : 

A large increase in Chinese ships is also |. 
shown, viz., 225 ships entering and clearing of 
263,711 tons, but when consideration is given 
to the Chinese ships which appeared in 1895 
under the British and German flags, 204 ships 
of 263,688 tons, this increase is more apparent 
than real. Spies 

The total increase under the foregoing is 
reduced by a falling off under the Danish flag 
amounting to 78 entries and clearances of 27,678 
tons, owing to the stranding of the s.s. Activ 
and to the absence, on time charter, of the s.s. 
Frejr, two “ regular customers.” 

The net increase in foreign flags is thus 
brought to 485 entries and clearances with a 
tonnage of 639,153 tons. 

Taking entries and clearances together, we 
get the following increases shown for 1896 over 
1895 :—British, 54 per cent.; German, 23 per 
cent. ; Japanese, 195 per cent. 

The actual number of ships of European con- 
struction exclusive of river steamers which en- 
tered the port in 1896 was 579, being 325 British 
and 254 foreign. In the previous year the 
numbers were 336 British and 250 foreign. 


~ offence: and disrespect as contemplated by 
~ Senhor Pacheco’s motion, which he would vote 


1 


“against. sons RSE . — 

-"- Dre Camillo Pessanha opposed Senhor 

-‘Pacheco’s motion, arguing that the matter 

~ primarily affected the two Portugnese members 

_° -of-the Lawn Tennis Club and that those gentle- 

= men ought to make their protest and after- 
wards report the result to the meeting. 

_:- Finally, Senhor Carlo Rocho d’Assumpcao 

read a-written resolution to the effect that the 

- present and future directorates of the Club 

. Uniao should regard it as settled that Mr. Goffe 


_~ Club Uniao nor be invited to any entertainment 
held in the Club, and that the members of the 
“Club. be. warned never to open the doors of the 
elub-house to him. 

-- his resolution was adopted by a large 


- ~ Phe Echo adds the following :—The worthy 
- members of the Lawn Tennis Club have made 
- = common cause with their Portuguese fellow- 
’ -members, and, having vainly attempted to in- 
duce Mr. Goffe to resign, have followed the 
: example of Conde Senna Fernandes and Sen- 
hor. José Loureiro, not only the committee 
-but all the members resident in Macao having 
resigned. This affords an evident proof of 
- how ‘greatly these English gentlemen disap- 
prove of Mr. Goffe’s action and that they 
appreciate the advantage of cordiality in their 
- relations with the inhabitants of this country, 
. who duly esteem and appreciate them. It 
- “appears now that Mr. Goffe, not to be: left 
- alone, has also ceased 10 be a member of the 

- ?Glub. The incident is thus terminated. 


SHIPPING IN 1896.. 


. paest iaei 
- .We make the following extracts from the 
‘report of Captain Rumsey, Harbour Master, 
for 1896 :— 

The total tonnage entering and clearing 
amounted to 16,515,953 tons; being an increase 

. over 1895 of 883,840 tons. There were 40,244 

_ arrivals of 8,250,853 tons and 40,219 depar- 
- tures of 8,259,100 tons. Of British tonnagé 

4,382,546 tons entered and 4,375,748 tons 


In 1895 the entries amounted to 3,051 times 
‘with an aggregate collective. tonnage of 
4,114,403 tons, In 1896 the entries were 3,285’ 
with a tonnage of 4,487,767 tons. Thus 4 
decrease of 7 ships’ with an increase of 234 
entries, gave an increase of 373,364 tons. 
The decrease of 7 ships was made up as follows, 
viz.:—11 fewer British ships and 4 more 
foreign. The increase of 254 entires was made 
up as follows, viz, :— 24 more British entries and 
210 more foreign entries. The 210 foreign in- 
creases were made up chiefly under thefollowing: 
—from Chinese (113) German (83), and Japanese 


-! and clearances in 1895 were 112, with a tonnage 
_? of 165,774 tons. If these were also excluded 
+ fromm the comparison, wo would get an increase 
'- of 142 British ships and 286,557 British tons, 
* -or 54 per cent. i 
: -: A large increase in foreign ships and tonnage 
_-. .is shown in the above comparative statement. 
_*Phis increase is found principally under the 
- German, Japanese, and Chinese flags. , 
:) 9. Lhe record for the German flag in |1896'is 
=” “yepresented by an increase of 175 ships entering 
> °. gnd clearing with a tonnage of 233,156 tons. A 
-gtill larger increase is shown if the Chinese 


British tons, 311,8 


ships. 


ag these are, 


as 


(53), with » decrease in Danish (39). The: in- 
crease of tonnage was made up as follows, viz :—' 
61,527 British tonnage and” 311,837 foreign 
tonnage, : a 
Compared with 1895 we get 11 fewer British. 
ships, 4 more foreign ships 24 J 
entries, 210 more foreign entries, 61,527 more 
37 more foreign tons. = . 


- JPRADE, 


ft 
The year has been marked in-the second. half 
by a shortness in the Southern rice crop; an 
_| import of 578,77) tons was reported up to 30th 
June; the total for the year was only 704,530 
tons. This falling off, in addition to reducing 
the totals for our European constrncted vessels, 
was algo very clearly marked in the Junk trade, 
which in the last quarter of the year showed a | 
decrease compared with 1895 of 1,642 véssels of 
69,010. From March to July inclusive, Hong- 
kong was undergoing quarantine at Singapore, 
Manila, and the Northern ports. _With the . 
exception, however, of Manila the enforcement 
of quarantine regulations was made as little - 
irksome as practicable, 
It is also very apparent that the total amount 
of cargo to be carried 
rapidly as the tonnage available for its convey- 
ance, principally owing to the enormous carry- 
ing capacity of a great number of the newer ~ 
This, combined with keen competition, 
places tonnage at the disposal of shippers in 
excess of what is actually. required, consequently 
vessels cannot obtain full cargoes and are glad 
to accept low rates of freight to fill up vacant 
space. : , 
The principal sufferers from such a condition 
of things will no doubt be the “ outside ” tramp 
steamers which occasionally appear and fre- 
quently are found laid up for want of work. 
During the third quarter of the year there were 
7 British ships aggregating 12,039 tons laid up 
in the harbour for periods varying from 23 to 86 
days. — 
In Returns I. and II. will be found the 
number and register tonnage of all vessels 
entering and clearing between this colony and 
each country with which trade relations exist, 
and the amount of cargo reported as “shipped,” 
“discharged,” and “in transit,” to and from - 
these various countries. 
The accuracy or otherwise. of these returns, 
so far as cargo is concerned, depends entirely 
on the reliability of the information afforded 
this Department on application made to the 
master, and in some cases to the agents, of 
vessels concerned. oe 
The Chamber of Commerce- noted “some 
apparent errors” in the returns furnished in 
my last annual report, and they- were apprehen- 
sive that these might prove ‘ misleading,” and 
,the question arose in their mind whether it was 
worth while attempting to make the return atall, 
It is not surprising to know that “ apparent 
errors” can be discovered in returns compiled 
Indifference, want of knowledge, 
and commercial jealousy, will probably always . 
militate against accurate information being 
supplied ; but in order as far as possible to pre- 
vent the returns being 
sources of the information on which they depend ~ 
are clearly stated.. It rests, I think, to a great 
extent with those who are principally concerned 
with the correctness of the return, if they 
possess the means for so doing, to assist~ in 
preventing the same from being anything less 
than accurate; in the meanwhile there appears 
no good reason for relinquishing theattempt to  —s__ 
present a return which, though not absolutely ~~ 
“correct, is as nearly so as circumstances will 
permit, and which, a3 it stands, may be con- 
sidered a-useful indication of the nature and - 
‘volum+ of the trade of the colony. a 
We find that the total import trade of 1896 - 
was representediby 34,526 vessels aggregating 
8,051,085 tons carrying 5,138,903 tons of cargo, 
of which 3,293,503 tons were : 


Hongkong. 


During the year 9,952 ‘vessels of European -’ 
construction aggregating 12,339,396 .register 
“made. up “as — 


tons, carried 6,677,477 tons, 
follows :-— 
Import.Cargo ... ie 
Export Cargo:.... ..._... 
Transit. Cargo 


Bunker Coal Shipped....-..- 413,396. 


more British . - - 


does not increase as 


“ misleading” the 
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discharged in me 


2,791,889" 
1,626,722 


1. 
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— tonnage: 
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‘ 971, 820... 
654,972. 


- ——I, 626,792, 


"British ane af 
ae Foreign ships, - 


1,259, 933 


“Bunker ‘Goal— 
British ships, .. 
_ Foreign: ships, 


251,605. 
161,791 
—__— 413,396 


nose constructed - ‘vessels imported 


: 8 791, R89 tons of cargo as follows :— 


ye © Grand total .. 


; 


Kereine (bulk) . 
fa Rerosine he (ented) 44,129 


1895. 1896. Inc. Dec. 
250. 3,598 
3,660 1,320 

* §39,721 
11,090 
85,021 
32,790 
41,758 


24,046 
16,746 


1,5 Fe 

"(1,192,828 (1,235,612 (42,784 
cases) ease) 
1,350 


2,464 


cases) 
91 


764,368 


| 1,173,236 1 077,090 
2,895,228 2,791,889 97,015 201,254 
~. 7,623,888 1,845,400 221,517 |. 


96,146 


ee Coenen 


. 4,519,111 4,637,289 319,432 201,254 


e “Net ... __. 118,178 


* Comparative Statement 1893-1806:-— | 


| 

= _ Ships, Tonnage. Imported tons. 

-weee 4071 5,266,849 2,859,876 
4 225. 5, 933, 146 2, 746,285 
4 546 5, 779, 298 9) 895,298 
mre 678 6,169,339 2,791,889 : 


constructed vessels exported 


1896 
: Baropean 


"1,626,792 tons of Cargo and shipped 413,396 


ee “Wars - Ships. Tonnage. 


os *1893-...4,387 . 5,269,510 1,613,642 406,800 
“1894 ., 4, 227 5,236,036 1. ‘59B, 588 353,455 


_tons ‘of bunker coal. 
Ooinpsrative Statement 1893-1896 :— 


Exported =a 
tons.: Coal tons, 


2.1895. 4,543. 5,758,288 1,663,007 387,870 


ee : _ Jnnke exported: 1,035, 081 tons 28 ander pict 


|: 1896 |. .4,674 6,164,057 1,626,792. 418,396 


“ae unks imported 633,547 tons as under :— 
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. 20, ae tons 


Total... ... . 1,095,081. ,, | 
n:- Zoonstrncted vessels - 
excess ‘of exports ;. junks ex- 


a 401, 534 tons. - ‘The. Sxcess 


4 
6,677,477 


_| at the back of the drive. 
imported 


British ships :.. 


: River Steamers. lag o 
oo ayaters: ‘of. the 


: Foreign ships - 


* Launches 
Colony. 
Junks COreiey Trade) 


P 
British ships (including Emigrants) 147, 570 
-- Foreign ships __,, a 65, 984 
River Steamers... 
. Launches (outside waters of the 
. Colony) ae ng 
Junks (Foreign Trade) 101,757 . 
; : - 816,516 
Excess of arrivals over departures 
_ (foreign trade), Z| 24,500 


Junks, Loeal aaa 
Launches, ,, 


Arrivals, ‘Departures. 
5,602 4,406 - 
2s 087, 492 2,099,199 


ee 2,098,094 2,103,605 

Excess of departures over arrivals 

"(local trade), 10,511 

Difference excess of arrivals, ..<..... 18,989 
REVENUE. 

The total revenue collected by the Harbour 
Office during the year was $234,990.16, an in- 
crease of $571.87 over 1895. 

The details are as follows :— 

(i) Light Dues, ... .. $117,314.45 
(ii) Licences and Internal 
w= 84,851.75 


82,823.96 


$234,990,16 
STEAM LAUNCHES, 
On 31st December there were 185 steam 
lannches employed in the harbour; of these 56 


VENUG, 6. eee 
(iii) Fees of Court and Office, 


‘ were ligensed for the conveyance of passengers, 


62 were privately owned, 12 were the property 
of the Colonial Government, and 5 belonged to 
the Imperial Government in charge of the 
Military Authorities. 

One master’s certificate was suspended for 
one month and one engineer’ 8 certificate for 
three months. 

EMIGRATION, 

66, 822 Emigrants left Hongkong for various 
places during the year; of these 53,376 were 
carried by British ships and 13,446 by foreign 
ships; 139,468 were reported as having been 
brought to Hongkong from places to which they 
had emigrated, and of these 89,210 were brought 
in British ships and 20,258 by foreign ships. 

It was in this branch of the shipping business 
that the case of an ‘‘ Infected Port” was most 
keenly felt during the months March—July. 


THE EUREKA AND QUEEN MINES. 


—_—_—_»—____. 
We have received from Messrs. John D. 


Humphreys & Son, the General Managers, the 


following Tenor received by the Menmiur « 
yesterday :— 
OLIVERS FREEHOLD MINES, LIMITED. 
Mount Macddnald, 7th May, 1897. 
Eureka Mine.—Since our last report on 30th 1 


-ulto. work has-been progressing satisfactorily 
.| at both levels. 


“At the 200 feet level the north 
drive has beeen extended 7 feet, making a total 
of 63 feet on the reef. The reef is 5 feet wide. 
and still shows good gold, better; if anything, 
than that last reported. One or two specimens 
of stone have the gold “ peppered.” throughout. 
At the South drive 6.feet has been driven mak- 


ing-a total of 48 feet, with the reef’ still 5- feet 


wide, and it is also the same width in the stope 

At tlie 180 feet:- ie 
the .winze. to: connect. with the bottom is now’ 
down 27. feet and the reef still the 5 feet width, 
and showing good gold. -The workings at both 
levels. sre in: first’ class order. ‘The rise -to 


‘| connect with the old’ workings is now up 32 


; feet. with the reef-two feet. wide and of fair 


quality: . From: the- size of the reef. here-(2 ft.) 


ae at the. 150. feet level (32 ft. lower) 5 feet, 


-Fou will..see. how it; widens-out: in the depth, 


- |: besides .. improving... in_.quality,;- 


ed | (duplicate 
\ -satisfacto 
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ield . of : 187.028. :-14 -dwts. 
of: cable re: game-is enclosed), a.very-|: 

7. remulty -Censbing, will. be: 


150. tons- for: a. 


-.| are fall: now read y 
| enough water in the- 

-.-. | dam ; it only needs baling f 
178 | the shaft about every.14 hours 


the “Peak are considered.: 


nine - vacant: honses in’ the Hill. Distri 


wants on the 10th: 


{| present about 80 tons 


“The sh 
for’ toads 
mine: to 


stone all the pest : 


is in .good, working : order ‘and: 


. | generally going.on most satisfactoril 


p. pro JOHN D. HuUMPREEYS AND Sor. 
LOS: Winns TT; 


. THE NEW. BALMORAL GOLD. MININ( 
CO, LIMITED. 
Mount Macdonald; 7th May; 18 
Queen Mine—The contractors: have *: 
sunk.a distance of 23 feet, making the. shaft 
now a depth of 234 feet from the: surface. - 
Since last report the ground has become more 


favourable for sinking, so that for the:-week - — 


better progress has been made with the work. 
The. contractors are morn. three shifts, tye 
men in each. 

Prospecting Shaft. —We- ‘have. logged. up‘a ‘an: 
additional 4 feet at the brace, and reflxed.: the’ 
windlass,’ The bottom of the shaft 100. feet 
from the surface has been; ‘levelled off and. a 
driva started west to intercept the reef, which | 
we hope to meet within a few feet. Tho — 
ground is intermixed with veins of quartz, the 
whole being highly mineralized, and one pel 
vein shows gold. 

Engine and House.—The boiler is ‘low - 
being built in and will be finished shortly, 
when the house will be completed. It is now 
in a splendid au about 60 feet away from, 


-| the shaft. 


Tribute—We have let a tribute on one of: the 
Balmoral leases, above the battery; but the 
ground is extremely hard, and the spurs very 
small, so that though good gold shows, it. will 
take at least 3 ozs to the ton to pay them. Our. 
royalty runs up to 15 per cent. on the gross 
yield, according to the result per ton, as well as 
meaning doing prospecting for us. - : 

p. pro JOHN a HUMPHESYS & Son, ae 
. J. WiuLMort. 


CORRESPc NDENCE 


——_@—__——- 
[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the 
opinions expressed by our correspondents. } 


| THE BALLOON 1 ACCIDENT. 


|T0 THE EDITOR OF THE “ DAILY PRESS a. 

Sir,—The question now appears to me to 
arise, whose fault was itP As far.as I can 
gather, Mr. Spencer seems to have been unaware 
that the baloon had a large hole in it before it 
rose from the ground. 1 am. given to undeér- - 


-gtand that some army officers, who were present, 


noticed this, and said nothing. Have they: ah 
something to answer for ?—Yours, &e., ; 
- DISCORD. 
Hongkong, Ist June, 1897. ° 


RENTS AT THE PEAK. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ DAILY. PRESS”. 

S1z,—In, your leading article, in. to-day’s. 
issue, on the sale of the Mount Austin Hotel, 
you suggest the opening up of new sites at. the . 
Peak by the formation of new roads, and-rp-.. 
mark that, next season, when the Mount Austin 
Hotel is closed, “there will be a largely in- 
creased demand ‘for house accommodation: else- - 
where in the Hill District, of Bec landlords” 3 


a few remarks. on. aS *Tovegéiti, “In: the 
‘first place, rents at-the Peak: are relatively 
low, inuch lower than for those asked for houses 
in Victoria when the cost. of building is ‘taken: 
into account and especially so when'the repairs 
necessary and the depreciation in property a 
You may. not: be 
aware, perhaps, that there-are now no less than 
ict..and 
two in course of erection. 
to the excessive cost of buildi 
‘three other “houses it wi 


Also th 


started | be built. 4 


oe 


THE“ EMPRESS OF CHINA” | 
- QUARANTINED, 


'_. = DISCOMFORT OF THE PASSENGERS, 


 ,Chronicle— ~~ 


=’ -two .doctors and the most 


Councillor, who is making a voyage of the De i 


_f Character. = ea 
__ "The: place’ became populated very suddenly 


. Royal:Mail steamer Empress of China, flying 

_ the yellow fiag. J. A. Fullerton, representing 
- .the Canadian Pacific Railroad, and Dr. Watt, 
~ » Dominion quarantine officer, were the only ones 
: allowed to board.the big steamer. Dr. Watt 

-. . was informed: that-there were two cases of 
_/'- 8mallpox'on board. The disease had developed 
: on the way across. Dr. Watt, in spite of 
- entreaties of some of the passengers, wired from 
William head.that he would detain everyone 

. who.had arrived on the steamer, as also those 
.*-who had been in contact with her any way, that 
he would hold the crew of the steamer; as also 
«. .> » Ker saloon passengers, in quarantine for the full 


- period, fourteen days. The Empress: herself, - 


--., He said, he would have to detain at least two lor 
three days and if she left then it would be under 
- control of another crew. 

see - When-it is stated that the Empress carries 
: - nearly. 200 in. her crew, and that the vessel is 
-* intrusted to none other thai the most capable 
_ _ navigators and engineers, it can easily be 
imagined to what expense her owners neces- 
sarily will be put. It is seldom that. one ‘of 
ae the liners gets caught with ‘smallpox on board, 
eo and if ‘the rule was vice versa the Canadian 
; Pacific-Railway would not be in business for 
eh: long. The cost of maintenance of passengers 
7 in quarantine will not, itis said, be all borne 
. by the Canadian Pacific Railroad, for specified 
m. ‘on every first-class ticket is a clanse not leaving 
i § the ship Hable in such emergencies. Thero 
: , are 110° saloon ‘passengers on thé China, 
and there are besides between six and eight 
. hundred Chinese. For snch a crowd, even 
... With the improvements which have recently 
been-made at the quarantine station by the 
Dofinion Government. there is not adequate 

~ accommodation. 
~ The. China brings as cargo very much freight, 
' ‘and if detained for long in quarantine, through 
~ the inability of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
-. to replace.her crew on so short notice, shipping 
~ interests of merchants in nearly every city of 
the Coast, as well as those of a great many 
- points -inland, will be more or. less: affected. 
’ “~ Passengers are grumbling savagely at the lack 
- ..--0f accommodation, and an attempt is being made 
- to charter a steamer with the assent of the 
- authorities, at least for the ladies, so that they 
will not have to be housed so uncomfortably 


coe 


- *-eloge together. 


‘THE PEKING RAILWAY. 


Who says Peking is asleep! Read this from 
> our very own “ special ” eyewitness, and rejoice 
_. to think.of the honour which has befallen the 
"old cecal locomotives of the eighties :— 

9)» ©The 10th of May was really a very import- 
. ant day.in Peking, yet very few knew or cared 
anything about it! ‘The first locomotives arrived 
*. there about noon; and sidings were rapidly laid 
>. to allow” of shunting to -proceed. ‘The first 
-- locomctive happened to be one of two which first 
-: came to.China for the Northern Railways in 
~ 1883, end at one time worked coal trains from 
.. Tong colliery-to-the canal basin, seven milés 
istant.- = - 


Ag the earthworks are quite fresh, thege 


light engines are used: until it is safe to send 
larger-‘ones over. the: track.. Thousands of 


io women especially being. very noticeable, an 

apparently qnite forgetinl of their usual secluded 
hab ow something has arrived which is worth 
seeing." So far -as ‘can be: gathered all ‘are 
tly ‘delighted, and are anxiously awaiting 


eS 2 ‘The following telegram dated Vanconver (B; 
-» -C.), 28th April, appears in the San Francisco 


- - -fWilliam Head, an isolated quarantine station 
*) off Victoria, B.C., is to-day a village of a 
= population of over. 1,000 people, with at least. 
Hon. Marquis 
’. .Breadelbane, Knight of the Garter and Privy 


", besides several hundred Chinese, all living| in 
’. an’atmosphere laden with fumes of a sulphurous 


_. yesterday. on the.arrival from the Orient of the 


hiniese ‘swarm every. day to seo the railway; | 


of the larger’ engines. and ‘Tolling ! with much firing of crackers, 
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who are doing a thriving business. 


credit-on the official in charge, H.E. Hu Yueh- 
fen, his engineer-in-chief, and the other rail- 
way engineers. The work has been pushed 
on with the greatest energy and everyone, 


foreigners and Chinese, praise the capable and 
honest supervision it has received.—Peking 


and Tientsin Times. 


THE GROWTH OF POUTUNG. 


Seieeteseanis ears 
One of the most surprising things during the 
last few years to the resident of Shanghai is the 


rapidity with which various districts have bean 
chdhged ina short time from country to busy 
manufacturing or residence centres. Every 
reader can think of instances, but probably one 
of the greatest changes has taken place in 
Pootung during the last year. Where only 
one short year ago there was a morass and paddy 


fields. there are to-day a large cotton spinning 


mill, with dozens of honses for the operatives, 
and covering acres of ground, and a cigarette 
factory, ‘with fair roads running in all direc- 
tions, and policed by Sikh watchmen. This spot 
is to the south and east of the Customs signal 
station, and is on.the waste ground that only a 
year ago intervened between that landing 
and the nearest godowns. 
river there is now an almost continuous row of 
godowns, and julging by the state of the paths 
there must be a very large Chinese community 
on the peninsula that was not there before. 
Certainly it takes one all his time to keep track 
of the progress of the Settlements.— Shanghai 
Daily Press. . 


MACAU. 
———»——__—. 
[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. | 
Macao, 28th May. 

Great resentment is entertained here against 
Mr. Herbert Goffe, Acting British Vice- 
Consul, in consequence of an insult offered 
by him to the whole PDortuguese 


members of the Tennis Club (which includes 
amongst its membership a few Portuguese) on 
which they were asked to signify if it would be 
agreeable to them that the Club should 
occasionally have afternoon -teas on the 
club ground, members being allowed to 
invite their friends. Many members agreed 
to the proposal bot Mr. Goffe took 
occasion to make the following remark on 
the ciroular:—‘ All nationalities may be 
invited bar the Portuguese.” This was, to say 
the least, very impolite as well as indiscreet on 
the part of ‘Mr. Goffe. Possibly he may not 
like some of the Portuguese who go to the 
Club, but that is.no reason why he should bar 
the whole.community, especially in a colony 
that belongs to Portugal, as that makes -the 
insult a national one, I am sure that any 
Englishman of good sense will disapprove of 
what Mr. Goffe has done. If Mr. Goffe wishes 


to be respected he should show respect to 


others, Foreigners in this colony are well 
treated and friendly feelings have always 
prevailed between them and the Portuguese. 
Mr. Goffe’s predecessors were respected, because 


they were gentlemen and knew how to conduct 
themselves in a foreign country. After what ; 


has occurred it would be agreeable to Macao if 
the British Government would transfer Mr. 


. Goffe to an appointment elsewhere. 


On Saturday last Senhor Arthur T. Barbosa 
returned from Lisbon and resumed his old place 
as Inspector de Fazenda National. The steamer 
wharf was decorated -with flags and a half- 


finished triumphal arch, ard the ‘principal Chi-. 


nese monopolists received their great advocate 


stock, of which they have only heard exaggerated 
accounts. Theold railway hands swagger about 
like little gods, creating a certain amount of 
awe and ‘hero worship.’ . The most select spot 
for contemplation seems to be under the cars, 
where comparative coolness is obtainable. The 
.| Scene is a busy one and well worth recording, 
especially amongst the hawkers and hucksters, 


Anyone who has travelled-from Tientsin to. 
Fung Tai, about 15 li from the Peking city 
wall, must necessarily admire the immense 
work which has been carried out in less than one 
year. The whole construction, road, bridges, 
stations, and rolling stock, reflect the greatest 


Further up the: 


‘| was badly damaged by the lightning. Large 


com-- 
munity. A circular was sent round to the. 


examinations, 
~ On the 21st May Wuchow was flooded. A. 
‘good many boats were carried away and a junk 


in Ta Kiang village, was buried alive by 


toa depth of about eight feet and buried: him 


.,, oifenders, 


| [une 8, 1897; 
‘There.is talk of lighting ‘the city: with gas. 
Some time ago negotiations on the subject took 
place with the Hongkong Gas Company, and 
now a proposal has been received from another 
‘quarter, But will this idea of the Leal Senado 
succeed P I doubt it. The Senado wants to - 
make a show of doing much, but in effect it does. 
next to nothing, and when it meets with diffi- 
culties it begins to think how it can raise - 
money and proceeds to increase the taxes. - 
And with all the increase in taxation there is 
no improvement, but quite tho contrary. - 

Senhor Galhardo has ordered* the dredging 
of the harbour to be proceeded with at once. 
It is said the work is to be begun in the 
Chinese way, that is, when the tide is low 
the coolies will scrape up the sand and carry it 
away. A commencement is to be made at the 
steamer wharf, 

Senhor Maria Bandeira de Lima has assumed 
his duties as Colonial Secretary and Senhor 
Alfredo Lello has been left. with nothing to do. 
The continued presence of this gentleman in 
the colony, drawing his pay and doing nothing, 
is becoming ridiculons. ] . he 


CANTON NOTES: 
ease eee 
| FROM THE “CHUNG NGOI SAN PO.” } 

A notification’ was issued by the Canton 
Commissioner of Crstoms inviting the mer- 
chants of the seventy-two guilds to call on him 
on the 22nd May to devise suitable plans with 
regard to the modification of the postal laws. 
Some merchants went to see him on the day 
appointed, but the resnlt of the meeting is 
unknown. . Yn 

On the afternoon of the 20th May a great 
thunderstorm was expeiienced in Canton. The 
wind also blew very hard. A good many trees in 
the neighbouring villages were damaged, either 
by lighting or by wind. Two women anda 
small girl ten years of age were killed by light- 
ning whilst they were taking their supper in 
their house in Sui-hing Lane in Honam. A °- 
farmer who was working in a field in Shik-taw 
village with two cows was also killed by light- 
ning and the animals shared the same fate. A : 
large house in Ku-tai Street, inside the city, i 


/ 


hailstones fell in Chung-chow at the time: of 
the thanderstorm. It is said that the hailstones 
were as large as beans. ; 

On the 20th May a thunderstorm was also 
experienced in a village named Cheung-pak, in . 
Ku-iu district, There'were about one hundred 
and twenty houses in the village, and nearly 
half the number were blown down by the strong 
gale, but no life was reported lost. It is said 
that a woman carrying” her child in her arms 
was carried in the air by thé gale to a distance 
of about eight li. 

A big fire broke out in a bamboo shop in 
Yung-ki, in Suntak district, on the 10th May, 
Over fifty houses were burnt to the ground 
and two men were snffocated. The origin of 
the fire was the upsetting of a candle, which 
ignited the bamboos, so that the fire spread ; 
rapidly. 

The students of the various schools haye sent ° 
a petition to the Viceroy objecting to the two 
merchants who, as reported, have farmed out the 
Waisan lottery, on the ground that they havo, . : 
joined in partnership with the old farmers, who . a 
are known to be most cunning and malicious 
people, and the petition represents that if they 
become the farmers, it will be a danger to the 


carrying about twehty passengers was capsized, £Y 45: 
not one of the.passengers or crew being saved. - ae 
A man named Fung Cheong, who was living Se 


his clansmen, the reason being that some < Magee 
time ago he swindled sixty dollars from bas" 

them under the pretence that he was go- = 
ing to repair the ancestral tombs. At last his. 

trick was discovered and he was arrested, but as . 

he had spent all the money and was unable to 
refund it his clansmen dug a hole in the ground °-. . 


alive. Ihe mother of: the deceased reported: 
the case to the local magistrate, who has calle 
upon the san-sz of the Village: to arrest. the 


"> -Kiukiang Teas— 


Pe 


“|” MISCELLANEOUS: EXPOR 


(ONG 


“| "Per German steamer Prins. Heinrich, sailed 


‘Hanxow;-22nd May.<-During 


Josing business has been. considerably more “ace” 


2¢ 
“tive, and on:the: whole with.a.tendency to; firm- 
“mess. for auch-teas a8 are fancied, Arrivals con- 
. tinue-very-slowly, and thus offerings command 
fall attention. . Quality of later teas. has been 
-’ wery.inferior. In Keeraun 
- ? the sécond and third packs ard poor as compared 
: + With last eeason’s, and while the teas,appear very 
_ strong! they are “mostly , wanting. in flavour and 
earry dulliintusions. OF Ningchows little can be 
'. {said as almost all arrivals seem out of condition, 
~ + the few sound parcels, thus appearing more attrac- 
- -tive,aré promptly snapped up. In Hankow teas, 
"*_ Qanfas continue to- show fair quality and the 
_- Towyuens seem thoroughly good of their kind, 
though they are perhaps, like the rest of the crop, 
> Jacking in fineness. ‘The few sound Oopacks and 
- Oonams have ‘almost the worst ‘leaf on record, 
consquently business in these teas remains very 
reatricted. ‘The only exception being Cheong- 
. ~gowkais' which seem good useful teas and having 
” g compiratively attractive appearance have been 
: eagerly taken for the Russian markets. Settle- 
2° mente for London stil! continue on a very mode- 
‘rate seale and apparently consist almost entirely 
- ofthe lower grades of Keemuns. 8S.S, Oanjfa is 
~ circulated at 47/6. “Date of departure about 5th 


i ah ee 
_ Arrivals to date are :— 
; “Reemuns..csseeseeeessssceeese s+ 00+ 62,850 4-chests. 
“Ningchows, otc. ......ssecere :.81,206 ; 


ee eee 154,056 
 ”: Hankow Teas sedese vis esvecdeiets sos200,000 


oe te0s0030 7,008 
Settlements to date are :— 


~ 


gs 
oem 
i 
H 


Ningchowsa, ete. ............e0r+ 
cesseeeseseedO1378 


ren 


152,944 


erratic 


“ Hankow «.... 


ec eae oe Total 
aN, GO, Daily Netos. 


SILK. 


SHancHar, 28th May.—(From Messrs. A. B. 

- Burkill & Sons’ Circular).—London advices are 
- 49 I6th current, and quote Gold Kilin 8/6, Blue 
* Hlephant 9/10}. Raw Silk.—We do not hear of 
“any business in old Silk. New Crop.—Advices 
now ‘coming to hand tend to show that some 

_ Gistricts have suffered damage from -unseasonable 
weather and that the chances of an increased crop 
are now remote. Considerable business has been 
pasaing in new Silk for delivary in July, and the 
total settlements cannot be 'e38 than 2,500 bales ; 
farther offers are under consideration, but owing 
to crop advicea dealers are now asking an ad- 
vance. The basis of price for most of the for- 
ward businesa are Gold Kilin 375, Mountain 4 
402%, Blue Pheonix Lanfoong 3674. Arrivals, as 
Ps per Customs Returns, 20th to 26th May 
. White, 32 piculs Yellow, and 143 peuls Wild 
- §ikg.. Filatares and Re-Reels.—The Export of 
~. Steam Filature to date is: to London 33 bales, to 
*-" Continent 4,302 bales, and to America 3,703 bales. 
Waste Silk.—Coarse White Gum 1 and 2 is quoted 
‘Pls: 64}... White Pongees.—Contracts to extent of 


- -15,000. pieces, with deliveries from July to Novem- 


_ bar, are said to have been concluded. 


+ : : 
sete CAMPHOR 
--Honexone,: 2nd June.—Large Jarrivals are 


-. =.yeported and ‘the decline in prices continues. 


- Qnotations -for Formosa are nominally $42.60 to 
* $48.00.-- Sales, 200 piculs. 
ree oe ere : : 

Seo SUGAR. ‘ 

-.“fowaxone, 2nd June.—There is no change to 

 ~ yeport in the position.of the market. “Quotations 
Ofgegtce Sri eee re On cae, Sy ety 

_ Bhekloong, No. 1,-White...87.20 to- 7.22 per pel. 

endo.” 3, White... 6.67 to 6.70, 
, Brown.: 4.38 to -4.41 
3. Brown... 4.27.to 4.29 °° 


“o[-- gales: 1;800 bales Bengal Rangoon, and Dacea. 


the“ week now 


kinds the balance of. 


: 42 bales 


on the 25th. May.——For Singapore :—4. cases. 


private effects. For. Colombo :—12 rolls matting, 
9 cases. fire-crackers, 2 cases joss-sticks.. For 
Odessa: —20 boxes palm fans. For-Genos :—170 
bales canes, 8 bales black bamboo, 3 cases cigars, 
2 bales waste silk. 


—10 bales raw silk. For Barcelona :—19 bales 


canes. For New York :—17 cases bristles. For | 


Antwerp :—154 bales leaf tobacco, 105 bales fea- 
thers, 100 packages crackers, 83 rolls matting, 
50 packages tea, 29 cases rifles, 24 packages rat- 
tancore, 20 cases ginger, 18 cases Chinaware, 10 
bales canes, 4 cases China oil, 2 cases litho paper, 
2 cases cigars, 1 case pep ermint oil, 1 case 
samples. For Antwerp/Hamburg :—30 bales 
feathers, 15 cases bristles. For Amsterdam :— 
132 bales leaf tobacco, 50 casks preserves, 40 
rolls matting, 30 rolls teasticks, 19 rolls China- 
ware, 8 packages camphorwood trunks, 5 cases 
palmleaffans, 1 case earthenware. For A’dam/- 
R’dam/Hamburg :—200- boxes ginger. - For 
Rotterdam ;—1 box samples. For Havre :—8 
cases blackwoodware. For London?—1 case 
silk. For St. Petersburg :—16 cases private 
effects. For Bremen :—442 rolls matting, 11 
cases sundries, 7 cases private effects, 4 cases 
cigars, 2 bales leaftobacco, I case silk, 1 case 
silverware. For Hamburg :—625 packages fire- 
crackers, 309 bales canes, 259 bales feathers, 100 
bales galangal, 30 cases bristles, 2 bales private 
effects, 1 case silk, and 1 case wood oil. 


The steamer Yarra, sailed on the 30th May. 
For France :—211 bales raw silk, 10 cases silk 
piece goods, 30 cases esssential oil, 2 cases 


offects &c., 3 cases silverware, 134 bales cocoons, | 


47 bales hair, 35 rolls matting and 48 packages 
canes. 


OPIUM. 


Honexone, 2nd June.—Bengal.—The market 
has ruled steady and prices are unchanged, latest 
figures being $655 for New Patna, $715 for Old 
Pa‘ na and $648} for New Benares. 

Malwa.—New has been entirely out.of favour 
while other descriptions have been dealt in toa 
fair extent. Current quotations are as follow :— 

New (thisyr’s) $760 with all’ance of 5 catties 

(ast a $780 Otos ,, 
(2/5 5, ) $80 Ztol},, 

Older 3820 0 to 23 ,, 

Peraian.—Business has been fairly active, but 
prices have not undergone any improvement, 
Quotations close $500 to $620 for Oily and at 
$520 to $600 for Paper-wrapped according to 

quality. ; 

Jo-day’s stocks are estimated as under :— 

New Patna. ..cscccsecsssreessee eoreeedy550 chests. 

Old Patni. ...scccsecsecereterence seeeeeene 

New Benares ......-sscresereeneeeeenens 

Malwa ....scececserersoneees ois 

Persian ..ciccscssererere seascerseccescesccs 


33 
» 


smeeee 


Course or THE HoneKone Orrom MaRKET. 


PATNA. BENARES, MALWA. 


“COTTON. 

Honexone,. 8rd June.—Small business has 
been put through during the interval ; some 
small choice parcels of Dacca waa placed at $19 
to $194. Stock, about 3 500 bales... 

Bombay ...e$16.25 to 17.25 p.-pl. 

Kurrachee 15.75 to 17.00 : 


Bengal, Rangoon, and ; 
ee ees 
Shanghai and: Japanese... 21.00 to 22.25 
fungehow and N ingpo.. 22.00 to 22.26 
Madrag....ss.e wees 17.25: 6017.75. - 


seceeeee enese - 


ooensne cere 


3? 


For Genoa, optional :—35. 
bales raw silk. For Lyons :—123 bales raw silk. +:. 
For Novara :—50 bales waste silk. For Milan: | 


1 There has been a most 


_ Hoxaxona, 2nd Jane.- 
‘brisk and .a further: advanc 
reported. Quotations are: Poa 
Saigon, Ordinary dapseebdetaccarensevene GRO ee : - 
-, Round, good quality ...... 2.68 to 2.70 _ 
Long eae: 4 
Field, 
Garden, ,, - No. 1... 2.83:to 2:86. 
White ....cccocssesssscnssssrsosesee B42 €0 3.45 
Fine Cargo cressscessrsevereees ~ 8.57 to 3.60 


io? 
Biam, 


Toy 


“Honukoxe, 2nd June,—Market steady, Sales 
of 10,000 tons Japanese are reported at $6.50 to - 
$8.00 and 3,000 tons Australian at $7.60 to $3.75; 
market closing steady. 1,000 tons Cardiff sold nt 
$16} to 18}. Quotations are:—- oo 

Cardifl ..1....$16,50 to 18.00 ex ship. > 
Australian ... 7-50 to 9.00 ex ship. sales 
Miike Lump... — to 8.90 ex sbip, nominal 
Miike Small... to none offering. 

Moji. Lump ... 6.60.to 7.30 ex ship, sales 


MISCELLANEOUS IMPORTS. A 

Honexone, 2nd June.—Amongst the sales re- 
ported are the followin :— ; : 

Yarn anp Pieces Goops:—Bombay Yarn.— 
1,495 bales No. 10 at $82 to $91, 675 bales No. 12 
at $85.50 to $91, 335 bales No. 13 pt $97 to $101.59, 
400 bales No. 20 at $98 to $112, Grey Shir. - 
tings—6U0 pieces 8} lbs. Red Fish at $2.47}, 600 
pieces BJ lbs.2 Stag at $2.50, 700 pieces 7Aba, 
Large Engle at $1.96, 250 pieces 10 lbs. Bed lower 
at $3.323, 230 pieces 11 Ibs. Red Flower at $3.32, 
300 pieces 8$ lbs. Red 7 Boys at $2.574, 500 pieces 
10 lbs. Palace at $3.42}. White Shirtings—300 
pieces Blue Tion at $5.82}, 500 pieces Man.and 
Lion at 34.45, 260 pieces X. X. X. at $5.45; 150 
pieces No. 2 at $6.30, 1,250 pieces 1 at $3.10. T. 
Cloths—375 pieces 7 lbs. Mexican Feather Brush at 
$1.95, 373 pieces 7 lbs, Silver Lion.No. 1 at $1. 
92}, 800 pieces 8 lbs. X. M. at $2.40, 250 pieces 7 © 
Tbs. Mexican Gold Horse at $2.67}, 600 pietes 7 
lbs. Blue Dragon at $2.70. 


Suanenar, 27th May.—(From Messrs. ‘Noél, 
Morray & Co.’s Piece Goods ‘Trade Report).— 
decided lull in the trade 
during the interval under review, the Natives 
attributing it a good deal to the near approach 
of their most important settling day, the “ Fifth 
of the fifth moon,’ which falls on. the 4th 
proximo. Already, they say, instructions have 
been received from their constituents in’ the 
country suspending order? until after that date, 
and they anticipate a very quiet market for the 
next two weeks. As the latter part of that-period 
will cover the Whitsuntide holidays in Manches- 
ter their prognostications will doubtless be fully 
verified. The spot business shows a heavy falling 
off from the last two or three weeks, but prices 
keep firm, as a rule,‘and there is’ no reason to 
complain of the clearauces, the deliveries to date 
showing a substantial increase, 2s compared with 
last year, in almost all the staple goods. It is 
only in American makes that any excess is 
noticeable in the Imports, which keep ahead of the 
deliveries, notwithstanding tbese latter are raore 
than 80 per cent over last year. The effect of 
these enormous supplies must be disastrous to 
Sheetings and Drills of Manchester manufacture 
which can only be disposed of at present ata very 
heavy loss; with the exception perhaps of one-or 
two chops of special Cloths. A small forward 
business has gone through in English Cottons, 
denoting a slightly easier feeling in the ‘home 
market, which: no doubt -will becone™ more , 
pronounced a8 Manufacturers run out of orders. 

The dealers bere are confident that if Exchange. 
will only keep steady, even at its present level, a 
very slight concession on- the part of the-Manu- 

factures would Jead to a large business. The 

demand for home requirements is keeping. prices 
up in Japan, and it is diffenlt to buy Yarns for , 
this market except at am advance on those now 

current. here. The position is thus very favour- 
-able for the productions of the. Local Mills; there 
being no difficulty in entering into contracts for 
some distance ahead. : ees age 

_ Metals.—(From Messrs. Alex. Bielfeld &..Co.’e 
Report) 28th May:—From the Customs, Gazette. 
for the first.quarter of this year we.se 
stagnation that we 
reflected there, this being more especially marked. 
in Metals, the import of iron, now and old, ' 
only‘ about one-fifth of that durin th 
period the previous year. The figures ar 
piculs last-year and 66,000 thi 
10;702:a9 against.18,791 last y 
were néarly the same as the 
against 8,692. Lead also sta 


sqermeorrectyereseeseressorone “8.81 to 2.84 a [ 2 eS 
mill cleaned, No.2... 2.57.t0.2.60 


we see thatthe ~~ 
have been complaining ofie: 


ry.-ma 1: 3,7) 9 3 ng-|~ Sarwar, eatin Ree 3 
which & pro y.. YOM ot | Bisset &:Co.’s. Report.) —Basine 
r y the. inoteased lem | s ‘during the week;and with. Vt a 
Joxising for -tais amatevial: in the i and Shanghai Bank and:Indo-C hin 
fo gn oods by’ the: ¢ : have been well ‘maintained;-an 
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